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' ADiſcourſe ypon the preſent eſtate | 


of France. 


Y 


| 


Oit men doo ſay, thatit is a pleaſure 
to behold from the ſhore , the waues 
| [#5 to ſwell, and to marke from the land 
howe the ſtorme and the windes play 

/ & with the Seca. I belccue it well : and 1t 
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- 
my 
- 
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to ſee adaungper afarre off, then to be 
init. But if from the toppe of a Cliffe 


by the currants and tempeſt; what a 
to finde my (elfe at ſuch a ſpeRacle, It France were nothing 
vnto me, andI knew herltate asexaaly as I doo, itwere no 
matter ynto meto diſcourſe of it : when men ſhoulde brin 
methe newes,I would take them A — :yeal ſhoul 
receiue them without _ paſsion , being ot | 
be out of her broiles, and heare talke of her ſtirrings with as 
litrle commotion and feare,as if one ſhould rehearle vnto me 
things that happened at Rowe vnder Tiberius or Nevo, I can 
not being a Frenchman:no I cannot ſodo, ſeeing the onely 
barke of my hope, the veſſel! wherein I hauec all that which is 
deareſt ynto me, and which of it ſelfe is dearer ynto me than 
my ſelfe,now ſee runne to wreake my countrie, my firſt mo- 
ther,whom ſuch ſundrie diſeaſes haue broughrtto extremity, 
hardly panting out her laſt gaſpe, But there is noremedie:: 


yer ſome parte of the pricfe paſſeth away with crying : and 
 fuch wordes as ſorrow wreſteth out of our hearts, are more 


violent then thoſe which ioy bringeth forth. Tf at anie time 
inourafflicion wee ſigh out ſome extraordinarie ſpeeches, 
witneſles of our gricfe , they are more liſtened vnto, then if 


they came from a careleſſe minde, quailed with continuall _ 
contentations: which alſo bringeth forth no other then yul- 


gar matter. Theſe accordingly ſhall deſerue commendari- 
Lo ons 


is as much to ſay, as that it is berter- 


| BS I ſhould percciue a ſhippe wherein ci- 
ther I hada ſhare, or my friends were encloſed, in daunger of 

being caſt away, and without helpe, caried againſt the rocks. 

efe were it vnto me, - 


erwiſe glad to 
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| 2 | 
on of their matter onely,and notfor any order or methode. 
' Others doo ſeruice vnto their countrey with their bodies & 
goods. They doo well, ſecing they bee able : as for me,I can 
ut lament mine owne, I beſtow.qnely my tcares on her,ha- 
- uing nothingelfe lett that mightitande her in any ſteede : I 
commend thoſe men, let them not blame mee : I will doo 
as they doo when I ſhalbe able ; and they as I do, whenthey 
are brought to this paſle. || 
My Dcicens, lying idle inthe countrie whether other buſi- 
neſles haf lead mee, I heard the firſt reporre of the kinges 
driuing out of Parts by the Duke of Gaize, As all matters 
are made greater, according as men elteeme of them,ſo was 
there this firſt report, Euerie one doth bring foorth his paſ- 
ſions in ſteed of comments,vpon ſuch newes as are told him, 
know not whether being infected with this common. vice, 
I did preſently gloſe vppon this reporte : well dooIremem- 
ber, thatcuen then I anſwered ynto fome that were peas 
Ling to me of it, that I could ſcarſe beleeue thatthe mater 
was fallen out ſorawly,aithough I did eſteeme the one capa- 
ble enough of ſuch a feare, yer woulde I neuer haue thought 
altogither ſuch. preſumprion to haue remained in the other. 
Ac that time or {voneatter, there were two lundry peeces of 
worke brought vnto mee : the one isadeclaration of the 
King , vpon that which happened agaialt himſclte at Pars, 
the 12, of e Hay : but that ſo colde, ſo timorous as nothing 
more; much like ynto a man that complaineth,and yet dare 
not name him of whome hee hath beene beaten : like vnto a 
man that is afraid leaſt that his enemy bee yet in his choller, 
and will not be content with that harme which he hath done 
him alreadic, Hee dare not ſay that hee hath beene conftrai- 
ned to flic, neither that he hath been driuen out : he dareth 
not terme itan iniurie, much leſle declare, that hee will pu- 
niſh it. Hee commandeth no more his people, but intrea- 
reth them. And to make vp the matter, (whichis the moſt 
 ſhamefulleſt of all) hee willeth praiers to bee wade in the 
Churches, to the ende that this quarrell may bee appealed, 
euen as if hee ſhould feare that Monſieur de GarJe were of- 
fended that he had not ſuffered himſelfe to haue been taken 
aa the Louure , but fled away. The other cleane contraric, 
| | | [1 | Were 
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were two letters of the Duke of Guize , the one vnto the 
King, the other publike, both letters ot a ſouldiour, braue 
ones, couragious,whereby he gallantly commends himſelfe 
of his dooing : ſaith that God did put that daie into his 
hands the meanes of a notable pou of (cruice, rehearſes it 
with few and ſtout wordes, without anie ſhew of feare, nei- 
ther thinking to have done amiſle, Lalt of all, hee conclu- 
deth with a reſolute threatning , that in ſpight of all the - 
_ world, he will maintaine the Catholikes ſide,and drive from 
the king ſuch as doo fauour the Heretikes , meaning the | 
' Duke of Eſperyon. My Dicens, this hath mooued mee to 
ſend them vato you, you are curious of ſuch matters : and 
euen withall, the verie indignation hath drawen from-me 
this diſcourſe of ti:c {tate of France, ſuch as itis now adaies, 
whereby you may iudge the better of thele two writinges, 
Publiſh it af you thinke it good , ſo that you keepe in your 
name and mine, for wee arecalled to other affaires, If nor, 
_ itin your {tudie. | DE... 
rance is divided into three faQions . The Duke of Guize |, 
and his kinſmen on the one ſide : as the dukes of Mae, of 
eLimall, of Elbenf, of Mercer , his brethren or couſins 
germaine, to my iudgement holde that which ſeemeth the 
cateſt, and thatis it, which with their partakers, they call 
c holie League. The king holds the ſecond, the moſt law- 
full, but the weakeſt. The king of Navarre and ſome Catho- 
like Princes of the bloud, My Lordes of ſountmorency,chicte 
Officer of the Crowne, of 7 wrramme,ot Chaſtillon,and many 0- 
ther noble men, as well of the religion as Catholikes : the 
third, which may be termed the iulteſt in deede , and as yet 
the ſureſt. I call the firit, the greateſt : be ir, becauſe there is 
likelihood thar it is deriued, and as it were a member ot the 
eaerall conſpiracie of all the Catholike Princes of Chri- 
endome, vnited and confederat together ynder the autho- 
ritic of the Pope , to make warte againſt thoſe which make 
profeſlion of the religion : be it , becauſe this bands newe, 
and rare noueltics doo for a while carric away all ; an argue 
ment whereof wee may gather in the ſhew that the Prote- 
"Nantes during tie firſt troubles made in this Realme, where 
they had ſciled vppon all the TY townes ſauing one or 
| = | 


two 


| | 4 | 
two onelic, and yet within the ſpace of one yeare they had 
neuer aone left: or finally,tor that itwas framed among the 
Catholikes, who doo in number farre exceede the Proteſ- 
rants, and who,albeit they be not wholly in all and through 
al of the Loyyne,do yet notwithſtanding agree in this point, 
L that they wilh the preſeruation of their religion, & ſo ſeeme 
to fauour thoſe that vnderrake the defence thereof : all 
which indeededo make this firit faion to ſeeme the grea- 
reſt at this time, albeit that in troth it neither is, neither can 
ſo continue. I ſaide that the kinges was the lawfuleit, No 
man daredenicit : Solong as according to his owne will 
heruled his people, he onely was obeyed , and ſo might ſill 
be if he liſt: but this liRt muſt come ypon him berimes, for if 
it lingereth bur alittle longer, and that cueric man perceiue 
thatin his dominions any man may lawfullic not onely diſ- 
obey him,but euen coope with him without danger,he ſhall 
; neuer recouer his authoritie : God hath planted the meanes 
in his onely courage. I ſaid likewiſe that his faRion was the 
weakeſt, Itis true : albeit it ſeemeth otherwiſe, yer itis ſo, 
as by ſundrie reaſons we ny rooue, Firſt, the king who 
ruleth, hath ſo behaued himlſelfe that euerie man knoweth 
that of the three heads of the three faQtions , he is the weak- | | 
eſt, he ſtandeth in greateſt feare,hee dareth enterpriſe leaſt : 
and contrariwiſe, that he is the man againſt whome euecrie- 
man dare molt ſafely and eaſely vndertake what they liit. He 
| Ifay hath takeri ſuch a courſethat now he hath nothing lefe 
wherewith to detaine the mindes of his ſubie&s in his obe- 
dience, ſauing onely the auncient regarde that they haue of- 
their kings, together with the cuſtome of the realme: which 
in truth are moſt mightie meanes in a peaceable eltate, and 
yet ſuch a ciuill warre of foure yeares continuance onely, is 
[ able as caſely to ſubuerrt it, as heretofore it hath don in ſhor- | 
' ter ſpace at Rome andall other places where it hath lighted: 
for it ſpringeth onely of a contempt and diſdaine of the 
Prince,which are contrarie both toduetic and maieltie. And: 
_ __ then1udgeyouwhat one of thirtie yeares continuance, as 
ours is, may be able todoo; Secondlie, he is in his Realme 
, thedeclining ſunne,, and ſoweakein his declination, that 1 
eucnin his preſence he ſeeth them diſpute,botk by writi _p & 
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and weapon: , of him that ſhall riſe after him. In the dayes- 

of the Romaine Ceſars, it was treaſon to ſpeake of that, that 
ſhould happen after the Emperours death : much lefſe durſt 
they name him that they thought ſhould ſucceede, T iberie 
&; were able to.ſay ſomewhat hereof, who after a certaine * 
ſowne that he felliato, in his olde age 'ying licke in his bed 


-” 


was itifled by his heire (algal, a young & floriſhing Prince 
for feare leait the old man coming againe to himſelte ſhoul 

ut him to death, only for that he was ſaluted as Emperour, 
when all men tooke the other to be deceaſed. So great was 
their powcr to keepe their autoritie inuiolable euen to their. 
graucs, The Ottomans or T whiſh'Emperours will neyer ſuffer: | 
their children , whoſe poſsibulities they can not endure, to 
come neeic them. But if we muſt needes finde a domeſticall 
example among our owne kings : It is ſaid, that the mighrie: 
king Francis , this mans grandfather, being weake & ſicklic, 
was in the ay ran, 7 May in his laſt yeare,at his Caltle of 
Fontainebleau, where his ſicknes on a time ſoencreaſed,, that. 
he was m—_ ro bee dead, ornotlike ang to liue : So-; 
dainely all the Court came. running to the Dolpbin Henrie, 


who for. the like geloulic of ſuc n durſt not in fixe or. 


ſeuen yeares come neere his father:ceuery one ranne to wor- 
ſhip this new ſonne , ſo as almoſt no man of account tarried. 
about the king . Well, the king for that time recouered,and: 
on the. Aſcention day ( a verie ſolemne feſtiuall daie in 
France) becing ſomewhat caſed of his ſickneſſe, this olde. 
Princeariſeth, decketh yp himſelfe cometh out of his tham« 
ber, painteth his haire & is face,to hide his age & ſickneſſe, 
appeareth himſelfe in youthful attire, and in this arraie cs. . 
meth forth to proceſſion , wherein himſelfe carricth the Ci- 
nopie ouer their Corpus Domin,and at his returne vſeth theſe 
ſpeeches , / will ſcerre them once yet ere f die, It prooued true, 
the caſe was altered : for ſo ſooneas the kings recouerie was 
bruted abroade, all the courtiers came dropping in by one, 
and by one in great feare, and the Dolphin yet once againe, 
while his turne came, remained as ſolitarie as his father hag 
done. This it was to he a king : yea, this it was to be feared. 
How-manie larides be there yetin the worlde, wherein it is 
death to.cnquite who may pretend _ title to the O_ | 
| $+ _ | aner 
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after the Princes deceaſe, fith that is the thing that Princes 
doo couect to leaue moſt doubrtull, Alas {Itis not ſo with 
our king : his weakeneſle hath giuen all the world leaue not 
only in his preſence to argue of his ſucceſſion, bur alſo to 
ſome ro endeuour to force him to provide forit andro make 
his will, as it there were no more for him to doo but euen 
to die. His faint heart and the libertie to offende, haue 
brought all to that pale, that at this day a Frenchman nay 
as bouldlic as a Spaniard lay, / an not on the kings ſide: where- 
as thirrie yeare agoe, ſuch a word had beene blaſphemie,yea 
cuea parricide. Finally, his want of courage is ſo diſhono- 
rable, that my ſelfe being in a forraine lande in the pre- 
ſence of a mightie Prince confederate with the Crowne of 
France, where there was ſome ſpeech of our eſtate, did heare 
one diſcourſling thereof, vic theſe words. That our King ſtosde 
but as an © in Cypbre, which of it ſelte can doo nothing, bur 
being added to anie other number, encreaſeth the value 
\thereof, Iheardir, and with great gricte bluſhed therecat, 
cuen for the ſhame of our, Nation, albeit the diuiſions of 
out. Realme which force vs to extraordinarie remedies had 
carried me thither for an other purpole then the particular 
ſeruice thereof, neither was that ſpeech any hinderance to 
the matter that I came abour. Thirdly, he cannot aſſure him 
ſelte of any of thoſe whom he thinketh to be on his (ide: for 
they are daunted, becanſe they ſee him quailed :; They dare . 
nor fixe themſelues about him , becauſe they ſee him totter, 
They dare not earneltly oppoſe them ſelues againſt thoſe 
that warre againſt him, becauſe they fee him ſuffer ir,and yet 
ſcarſe ſo bolde as to complaine. | In this ſort are all his 
Counſfaile, all his rownes, and all his ſubie&es growne into 
factions: AndI do verclic beleeue that among all thoſe thar 
are about his perſon, hee/perceiueth none, except ſome one 
or two that arc his owne creatures, that hee dare aſſuredlic 
truſt: as having ſome other particular meaning then he, or 
rakingpart with ſome one or other of his eaemies. For ſo 
foone as & king ſeemeth to feare any one within his Realme, 
or to\miſtruſt rhat an other may bee greater than himlclfe, 
his Maielticis gone, he is no bodie, cuery man hath recourſe. 
29 the other, Albeit we can not be free, yet will we haue bur 
> 14 one 


Be! - 
one maſter: and if that malter hath another maſter a 
him, wee ſtraight leaue the firit to runneto the lalt : ſuch is 


the nature of man. | Ms bl 
As for the king of I auarres (ide, the beginning of theſe 
warree do proue1tto be the iuſteſt : he detendeth himſelfe, 
to defend it both lawfull and naturall, yea hee ſodefendeth 
himfelte,as forgetting all occaſions of complaint, he alwaies 
made conſcience to moleſt the king (albeit in the middeſtof 
the wars) whom he ſec otherwiſe buſied againſt thoſe of the 
le22ue,notwithitanding he knew certainly that allthoſe iars 
among them woud light ypon himſelfe. Neither hath hee ſo 
reſted, but ſo oft as he might, hee hath offered him both his 
perſon and goods for the recouerie of his authoritic outof 
the others hands, with condition afterward to ſubmit him- 
ſelfe to wharſocuer forme of peace that his maieſtie woulde 
preſcribe : he hath offered it, yea euen fince thelaſt commo. 
tions, notwithitanding in all this warre he hath had a thou- 
ſand & a thouſand occaſions to prooue thathe is not to truſt 
any but God and his (word. haue alſo very greatreaſons to 
tearmethis as yet the ſureſt. Firſt his perſon isa great helpe: 
for his enimies haue done himthat fauour to teach him ro 
' bee aCaptaine. And de ſo heeis, yea ſuch a one as may 
compare with the mightieſt that euer was, and albeit it hath 
coſt him fomewhat , yet hath his oppreROpe colt them 
more ; his partakersare more ltedfalt, they regard none but 
him,and are retained by the dutie of conſcience, which hath 
vnited them togither , cither for religion, or becauſe they 
find themſclues centred intoa iuſt cauſe:hauinghad a better 
proofe of his partakers, hee cannot feare any greater brunts 
then he hath already borne, neither can his enimies praGiſe 
any noueltics againſt him: Andif this thirde fide had cou- 
ragiouſly aſſailed the other two, as they both have done it, 
they had bin better ſhaken then this is, Moreouer he hath at- 
chieued right of naturall ſucceſsion to this realme,which no- 
particular perſon doth any way challeng againit him: ſo that 
aibcir all France were agreed totake from him thecrowne 
when it ſhould fal,yet could ther be none that ought ro have 
X in his ſtead : for it is a great aduantage to haue no certaine 
aduerſaric. Theſe yndoubtcd hopes do purchaſe him manie- 
| | UAnts. 
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ſeruants, and retaine him manie more, where in the meane 
time many mens mindes, who are loath to ſee the alteration 
of the auncienrt forme ot their common wealth : being aſſu- 
red that it cannot bee compaſſed without violence, are glad 
ro reſt yppon him, who comming in by the ordinarie gate 
needeth not to make any breach. | | 
' This is at this day the order thatis inthe diſorders of the 
Realme of France. Theſe are the principall fations alreadie 
ordered and framed, Others there be that haue no ſet faci- 
on, but ſo farre as may ſtande with the commoditic of their 
affaires, leaning to one of the three,they come in a croſle,ha- 
uing (cuerall purpoſes agreeing with the others,as concer- 
, ning the beginnings,though toother endes, Of theſe there 
are the Q.Mother, the K of Spine, the dukes of Lorraine and 
Saxoy. Thele doo very well agree inſetting forward the diui- 
ſions ofthe Realme,to the end to diſpoſſeile the King of Nee 
warre, with the Princes of the blood, but not in the patiti- 
on. No.Eachone coueteth the whole or at the leaſt the grea- 
reſt part, Other Catholike Princes there bee of the houſe of 
Bourbon that remaine with the king & in deed take his parte, 
as being vnited in religion , which is the onely ſeparation of 
- the king of I awarre, yet will neuer proceed ſo farre, asto 
conſent to the aduauncing of the houſe of Lorraine or Guize, 
before their owne ; and in that caſe will rather ſupport their 


- elder, the king of N «warre, as the head of their houſe, Theſe 


beare great {way in France: For were the K.of Naneare away, 
the ſucceſsion of the Crowne ſhould light vppon ſome one 
+ i» 19 : which is alſo a great hinderance to the D,of GaiJes 
n Bokides all theſe confuſed and yet ſeuerall diuifions, wher- 
to our miſhaps do ſeeme (as I haue ſaid) to haue already gi- 
ven ſome ſhape and rule, cuerie of theſe partakers hath ts 
particular intent and proceedings, | 


The Duke of Gaize with thoſe which truely acknowledge 


none of the league in Fraxce but him , haue this intent and 
_ principall ſcope, to ſeiſevpon the eſtate, either whollyor in 

part; a councell which by inheritance his vncle the late Car- 
dinal of Lorrazne hath engrafted in their familie. This Prince, 
the ſole author of our broiles,had a father and an yncle both 


cunning 
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how hee behaueth himſclfe, His miſchie 


Xt 9 | 
cunning fellowes. When our diviſions firſt beganne in the 
daies of the lait king Charles betweene the Catholikes, and 
Proreſtants, andthat they perceiued thar the Prince of Con- 
dethen liuing embraced the other partie, themtelues hauing 
bene the ſtirrers vp of the troubles, ſer themſclues onthe 0- 
ther:and indeed the late Duke of Guize was already become 
captaine of his faion,hatching in his imagination,through 
his brother the Cardinals praniſes, aſecretintent to viurpe 
this crowne, cither tur himſelte or'his poſteritic, whereas in 
rc{pe& of the-K, and bis brothers minoritic., but eſpeciallie 
by the c1uill warres he ſee tlie way open,RHe deceaſed leauing 
this in, maner a child /vnder tuition oof the Cardinall his bro- 
thar: from whom, ecuen with his:Milke he ſucked the ſeedes 


* othis domeltical! ambition, which this yoong Eagles birde 


did ſo well diſgeit,that inſhort ſpare all men might perceiue 
that the leaſtjpart in him was greatcrthen his fathers loines. 
To ſay thetruth, there are: manic good partes bred in him, 
fit for great purpoles, and for-my part I alwaics tooke this 
mans birth ro be fatall, and asit were a certaine token that 
God purpoſed the alteration of ſomewhat. in our countrie. 
He onelie is the whole league : the reſt of his houſe are not 
£quall with him : yea, they all togither are not able to per= 
forme the leaſt part of that which hee enterpriſeth, Full of 
diſsimulation, verie warie and diſcreete, and greater then al 
the relt of his faction. This dooth all the world perceiue by 
the effeRes, I haue founde it in his writings, and vnder his 
owne hand in a matter of great importance: where had it not 
beene for him, one of the greateſt of his partakers,next him 
ſelte had like to haue commitred a groſle ouerſight, [This is 
his intent and purpoſe, Now let ys ſee — and 
entring into a world of aftaires,there yet remained manie 
children in Frence, and thoſe in a manner of his owne age, 
who all were capable of ſucceſsion each after other, of ma- 
Tiage , and of children, which might haue beene enough to 
haue dauntec him:howbeir all this notwithſtanding, begine 
ning to feele-his owne courage he was nothing aſtoniſhed: 
_ for a time diſguifing his drifts, he was content onelie to 
lay anxer hold , andin the ns on ro EO 


2 
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 intotheCatholike faRtion, according to the inſtrations of 
his familic, wherein fortune was his triend : belides,heis of 
reat valour, & ſome of his enterpriſes haue good ſucceſle, 
bo that rogither with the fame and. memorie of his father, 
e by & by tramed himlelfe,through the ctuill warres which 
hjs vncle the. Cardinal ſtilt kindled, by one meanes or other, 
to bee chicfe of the Catholike faQion , carrying fauour ro 
thoſe townes ceſpeciallic, which the maſlacres had continued 
verie (cditious and troubleſome: and he (tood itilin feare of 
a Proteſtant Prince, whole citizens hee entreated with great 
- tamlliacitie, courtefie, and popular behawors, (the chieteſt 
and moſt affured tokens of a mind thar aſpireth-to tirannie): 
The late king Cherles deceaſed without idluc, and this Ying 
' married, but hath no children : moreouer, he ſeemeth'thae 
the Crowne wanteth heires in direc line, and that the Col- 
laterals are called,whereupon he draweth necre,and alrcady 
ſheweth tokens that hee craueth a poet. It was giuen outin 
huzger muggerthat he is the very ſtocke of Charles the great, 
thole of Vale are of the houſe of (per, who vſurped the 


Crowne of Frence from his houſe, whereby there was (ome 


likelihood that he would (carce tarrie the death of the kin 
now raigning.and his brother,the remnants of the children 
of France, betore he pleaded hisſucceſsion againit the Colla- 
terals, but wouldeuen prevent them, | | 
Nowe was there nounag more againſt him then peace, 
for leaning onelie vppon the faRious Catholikes, and ſedi- 
tious townes faction: he ſhould therby loſe his credir,exceprt 
the controuerlie were renewed againlFthe Proteſtants, For 
aSitis a plaine caſe, that as ciuill warre nouriſheth diuers 
faRions 1n a ſtate, even as certaine itis thata long peace 0+ 
uerthroweth them all , except the kings: ſo as his onely re- 
- medie conſiſted inftirring vp of coales, and returning vs yn« 
to our ciuill weapons, and then to enterpriſe according as 
accaſion might ſerue. Andindeede in the yeare15 78. hee 
made ſuch aleague as this laſt, but then was the king in his 


full authoritie, and Morſievr his brother aliue, who retained 


anumberof french mindes, and ſoconſequently kept him 
ſhort ofa manie: Itwas flraightwaie quenched, and wee 
rid of it fora little warre againſt the: Fg uorers, which fone 


| 
| 
bo 
| 
| 
| 


It 


after was appeaſed. Thus was Eraxce quiet for two or three 
yeares: during the which , it was incredible how many mat- 
ters his troubleſome, ambitious, & coſequently,couragious 
ſtomack endured, ſuffering himſelfe to be pulled downe,and 
 eateanddronke in diucrs maners , ſo tocichew all luſpurion 
of this praiſe, which during the time of the peace, and the 
kings ablolute authoritie, he ſo cunninglic ditiembled, that 
many which knew not the laſt reaſons of this obſtinate pa- 
tience, the token ofa long and prophane pradtiſe, did euen 
 contemne him, In the ende e Hornſrenr the kinges brother, 
who was a great blocke in his waie, dicd. He bare him ſome 
diſpleaſure vppon otheroccaſions; for as he practiſed ſome- 
what abour the ſtate of Flanders, ſo this man hauing priuare 
intelligence with the king of Speine, plaied him ſome badde 
artes thereabour: ſo thatif he had liued (I haue heard ſome 
[aie) thathe would haue beene on the duke of GwJes iacke: 
in whoſe time at the leaft, it had beene hard for him to haue 
enterpriſed anic thing in Frexce, This death, whether ir 
were by chance orthrough any praiſe, came well on his 
ſide : Iſate through a the araigm 


n ents & 
depoſitions of the lord t Se/cede have kept many in doubt 
of juch a tnatter. Imimediatly ypon Monſiexr: buriall , when 
there was norie but the king left, hee thought that hee had 
gotten fit occaſion to atchieue the praQiile which his father 
and yncle began thirtie yeares agoe, which him ſclfe alſo 
with BING ur had nowe brought to this paſſe . Some 
were of opinion that about the ſame time hee had praQtiſed 
ſomewhat "= the kings lite; others that hee grounded 
him ſelfe only ypon ſome vaine hope and proteſtations ſent 
him out of all quarters,which-aſſured him ofthe kings ſpee- 
die death; Bur howſocuer it was, he did notthinkeit con- 
nenient,the ſtate ſhould be quiet at the Princes deceaſe, as 
knowing verie well that in Frercea king never dieth,becauſe 
that ſo ſoone as one is gone,there is an other ſtraightway in 
his place, whoathis entrie would oucrthrow wh er 
the purpoſes that any man could commence againſt him : - 
and therefore that it was requiſite he ſhould beare weapons 
againſt the heire euen before the kings death, and ſo be ar- 
med with the late kinges — authoritie . H_ 
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therefore ynto theſe fatherly preceptes: and with his owne 
, damelſticall meanes he began to trouble this Realme againe 
© intheyeare 1585. beginning firlt with the king : whom be- 
cauſe he could not by any perſuaſigns induce tg make warre 
ypon the king of Navarre, he thought ro coltraine by force. 
His pretences are, that the king hath.no children, {o as the 
Crowne is like to fall varto Heretiques, whereby iice and all 
other the Catholikes of France ate/putin a night , Cipecial- 
ly ſeeing the Proteſtant Captaines ( ſo noting|the king of 
N auarre) arc 1n fauour and haue their fecrete intelligences 


with the chicfeſt and thoſe that are neercit abour the kings | 


perſon. This hee ſpake of the Duke of Eſpernon, who was 
larely returned out of Giezme where he had ſecne the kin 

. of N auzrre. Finally, verie fitlie yſing the feare that- he hal 
put the king in: corrupting all his Counccll,and al that were 
abour his perſon, hee cauſerh warre to be denounced to the 


this day: through the whole courle wijereot imagine thar 
he ſeeketh no niore but ſome occaltiowonce to attempt, ( as 
his fat at Paris wellteſtificth:)for as he'weeneth, he needeth 
no more but that, Well,the warres being thus open againſt 
the king of N awarre euen by.the kinges aduile,capſeng,and 
authoritic, yet will itnot ſuffice, 'Tacle are daylic labours. 
This Prince 15 {tout: of great vaiour, he hath goods plentie, 
and manie|friendes, There is nowe nothing to be gotten of 
him butitripes. As for his perſon itis ſafe enough, if the: 
neither murder, nor poiſon Trp: God forbid they thould, 
And for his townes , twelue RealmeSof Fraxce will never be 
able'to take them all. Yea,had heloſtall but his ſword,when 


king of 7\/a#arreand the Proteſtantes Jeter lalteth yer to- 


ſocuer God ſhould call him to this Realme, yet were that e+- 


nough . How many kinges haue there becnc feghtboth out 
of priſons and Monaſflerics to theirſacring , In our dayes 
wee haue {ecne Charies the ſeuenth, who was baniſhed into 
the Mountaines of Auuergne,, crowned . Lewes the twelfth 
was yetin manner priſoner in the great: tower of Bourges 
when he was proclaimed king : netther is it credible by a- 
- nic humaine apparance that the king of Nawarre ſhould e- 
ver bee braught ſo lowe: and yetwill notall this ſuffice. 


A-Jawfull right in ſucceſſion. is a maracilous point, Theſe - 
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conGderations dad breake the Dukes anibicions braine:He 
ſ-ech that he muſtnotonely ma'ce the place forthe Crowne 
vuide, but alſo he muſt make hunſclte capable: borthito'en+ 
ter and v{urpe , The! one confilterh chiefely.1n the king-of 
N auarres (ubuerſion, the other in therencreaſe of his owne 


w-alth and credit, which willgrow.on bur (lender! ;7,lo long 


ac heis content with gouerning thearmics. vnder the:kings 
authoritie, and of himſclte to-warre againſt the Proteitants, 
A thouſand other things thereare thaumay: tallont #n-ſuch 
an entcrpiiſe, which would vtterly diſgrace all his aftaires + 
and as I l:aue faide, -tzerets not muciito bee wonne from 


thole that knowe howe to detende themſclues, Araine he 


miltruited., thac ſith/he had perforce brought the king into 
this warre, ze would neuer turniuhhimot thinges neceiſarie 
for the petformance thereof;, bur againſt his wilt, and yet 
that ſo long as himlelfe had theleaging of thearmits (it he 
compatiled not ſuch ettees as might be woorthie the great 
hope and brags that he had oorth') he were quitz-0- 
uerthrowen, 7 heſe. things cohdered;he was content to ſcnd: 
his brother jnto G»ye»ne againit the king of 2 anorey while 
kim{fe}fe did hereſetypon the kings perton :atwhofe hande 


he tiv{t hoped by ſiniſter meanes-to gaine more, & with lefle 


loſe, Hereupor. at his brother the Dake'of Mamesreturne 


out of Guzenne,where he had done nothing butencreaſed the 
credit of the king of Naar & his lieutenant'general the lord 


of Turreme, with whom he had chieftic had to do; they both 


' togither with their kin(men and partakers doe openly ſetat 
ye withthe king: albeititi)lyndertheir crave proach | 


viz-.of warring again 


- oitheir weapons did 


{t the heretikes; whereapotrthe holines 
| depende, and whereby they {till-retay- 


ned the catholike f; 


þlu(b,. to let vpon the: king it is aſhame;" they canhhaueno 


cplour., There is never prince of the btoud among ther, 


neher.is any of them ſo great anofficer>of 'the erowne;; as 
that it may beſeeme him to-reforme the king & the realnie: 
and yer without this , their generall prerence againſt him'is 
to no purpoſe. T he kingis no catholike, he is {aperſtitious; 


he hateth nottlic 'Huguonets - the Huguonets are poyſon 


viitohim, he thinketh it — ralke with any 0 has 
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ton on their ſide. Noweatthe firſt. 
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and thatday that he hath ſodone he muſt goeto fhrife : hee 
Hath brought more of them to their ends then the Duke of 
Cie hath ſeene : he hath done them more harme than the 
duke of GzrJe wiſheth them , & of him haue they more cauſe 
to complaine than'of any ef the league, the heads whereof 
ſ haue alwayes ſhewed more fauor and courtefie to them par- 
ticularly than he, a commendation which cannotbe denied 
them. Whartis theremedy then? Immediatly vpon the duke 
| of Mamesrreturne outof Gmrexne he publiſheth alibeil againſt 
the Marſhall of Afatignon the kinges licutenant in that pro- 
nince,whom the king had ioyned with him in office:wheria 
he accuſeth him of trealon and intelligence with the king of 
Naxarre & the proteſtits:& that (ſgich he)was the cauſe that 
in all that iorney he could performe no great matter: yea he 
 accuſeth him ſo couertly that he alſo taxeth the king,of who 
he complaineth , ſaying that he cut him ſhort of coyne, vi- 
Ruals and munition , and ſotaketh from him all meanes to 
atchiue anie thing: yea he proceedcth fo far, astoſay thathe 
is the beſt friend that the heretikes could haue,Hereups the 
duke of Gwze on the other ſide crieth out, that itis the D,of : 

Eſpernon,who for malice toward him fauoreth his enimie the | 
king of Near, and therefore reſtraineth the king & maketh 
him to haue no care of this warre:thus forthat he darcth nor 
beat the malter he ſtriketh the dog. That man, ſaith he,is the 
ſuppact of al the kereriks in France,& ſo he ſtirreth vpall the 
world againſt him: and: Mey .os 9515 he proteſteth that 
11: he will not ſuffer him to hane any part, towne or poucrne- 
 ...._. ment in France. Yeaalbeit the kings gore be free of all ſul. 

pion of hereſie,yet becauſe that lor 


i had the rule of them, 
cauſeth thEtwiſcor thriſe to be aſſaulted & ouerthrowen 
| in Picardie : and vpon this prone doth he as well in that 

| gouernement as elſe where feife vpon as many townes as he | 
. ___ Mmay.. Well, the king would peruert him, and retaine his | 

townes in obedience, & to that end doth vic ſuch [power 43 4 
he hath about him. which are(as I ſaid)his gards & thoſe re- 

iments wherof the duke of Eſpernon' is coronell. Hereupor 

as the " wpoly" peoeiehmed againſtthe king himſelf, & things 

brought ro (ach paſle that the duke of Aumale beliegeth Bul. 
foin,the duke of Guizs raketh Paris,cxpelleth the king, flaierh, 
| | || | raketh 
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raketh and diewah bis rogun —_ himſelfe boaſterk, By his | 


account cuerie one that hath any tow nes or gouernements 
which he will nor hold to his _ 1s an-heretike :. wholocucr 
endcuoureth to keep him trom the kingdame is an hererike: 
Thele be new articles of faith, Ic is ag thagthe D, a Sper 
>op hath ſince reſigned his gouernements into the 
hands:namely that of Normandy,which was giuen to the 

of « Moryenſier, I know not whether it may make himan he- 
rctikealio : which were lomwhax ltrange, Wel, to conclude. 


this matter: the D,of Gwzzes intent is to be king if he an;his 


proccedings and meanes are the ciuil! warg,and gj 
the frnch ene of Fefirſ wi proteſtants,yhereby  be= 
commeth ca firſt, with whome hee is i 0 
credite then the Fe kin g him(clfe,or any cathplike/Pringe ctths, 
bloo4, Hetein let > notmillake ; for of theſe two things 
by his deuiſes hee hopeth for one : either (0 to lggisfie him- 
ſc]fe during the kings life, and(vto lettle his aftaues that al 
ter his deceale he may overthrow the king of pot Nees & Sheep 
him from the eſtate; or elſe, it he cannot 
the leaſt to force himto parley "ich kis Cr wil ſt tape: Pe 
teRor of the catholike faction -&thas now w 
for it hee once querthrow him, and with pf de is 
houle, this mult necds enſue e (for the one | we vpothe. 
other)thateither he will po ſlefle the kin EIT elſe 
he will deuide it wi hip artakers, ſtil keep 
and belt partto-himielte To this banquet doth pork et pips _ 
king of Speive,the Pope,the Potentates bop Jtah.and al catho-- 
like princes near FE to whom the mig htincs of the realm. 
ng p perity and the king of Nauers 
hope is as greatly to be teared,as the ouerthrow - cither of 
them isro ro rofitable, Bur the veric worſt that 1 lee in. 
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bit ſeuenteene or eightcene yeares old, who never came? 


q 


place but hee had the vidtorie , whoſe velor and|reputation 
even 1n the fpting of this. youth (purchaſed him forraine 
Crownes , yea'crownes ouer the'tnoſt warlike 12tion that 
wee knowe! tithe worlde, cannot but hee uſt acknow- 
tdge thar tht onelie ſſackneſle. and/miſtrutt of his owne 
power, which through the impreſyibn of others/haue ſciſed 


. yport this (ometimes lo valiant 4 heartiisthe w hip wherwith 


Ld 


Godar this day {courgeth ourrealme. Of this Prince wee 
-mult ficeds ſay,'that had/hee beene borne in a good worlde: 
had hethaderuants hn eaefray le, which had loued his 


mightinefle : had they-noteuen in his nonage cauled bimto 
ate rhie fires in hand with paine,and tonrthes calc, 


which taaketh Hitt now t6-hare'theone arid tone the other : 
had no manfince ceaſed his goyernement, and moleited his 
niltide;Got hadendoubtedly indeved himwith great good 
partes,whereby he might haue compaliled great matrers: but 
his mothers paſsions, who ſotight to aduice him, to the end 
Hemighritand herin ſtead, with her other ſoune,thruſt him 
forthi to Izbotir whenhe ſhould haue ginen himlelte tb plea- 
ſire {plied him/wirh honour before he had any ſtomacks 
eo cvilt,'and'bronghr him outof taſtwith ambition betiore 
he had any minde of it. Beſides al this,it a man may lawfully 
note any imperfeQion inhim, this is it, that he hath beene 
ſomewhat gluen to loue his eaſe and reſt , which is a com- 
mon vice, notin Princes onely, but alſo'in moſt 'men,-In 
fine, comming to the crowne, he found the reaime full of lj- 
ccmtonſnefle,which the long ciuil wars had brought in;and 
repleniſhed with factions and diſobedience; he of all his 
greateſt lords infe&ed with feucrall purpoſes, inlicu of one 
generall mindethar they ought ro haue beene off for his ſet« 
nice and hereto was his 0wne patichee agreat furtherance, 


as haning this imperf2Rion thathee found norcfiſtance, it 


 hewtrenoteroſled;or it he lined inþtacey heewould deale 


abfolately & with great majeſty : but Fhe met with neaer1o 
little difficulty; he afwaics preferreda ſoft and fearefa} reme- 
die before boldnefle and (cueritie, whereto allo the mitid'of 
ohe ofhts chiefe conn(ailers6feftare,who hath likewiſe had 
Moſk $oucrtienhent oltet hich 3Fhach/þeantagrearthelpers = 
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inure him. Heeis the firſt king that euer the captaines and 
goucrnors of his holds compounded withall, or demanded 
money of to giue them yp: I meane not thoſe onely,whom 
the iclouſic of the ciuil wars had made partial, but the others 
alſo that haue alwaies take his part.He 1s the firſt king whom 
men might boldly without feare offend. For, formy part that 
which another would ina king terme clemen- 
cie and mercie, and whichparticularly hewould commend 
in this manzbecauſc he neuer ſought ly to reuenge ſuch 
iniuries as many had in opens him,T would ſome- 
'when itdoth ligence:which 
d his:maieſtic raw not _—_—_— 


; yy - ents, 
curſſes 


poſes: radonbredly he hath ſuck as are moſtlowfal for they 
tend onely to the preſcruation ofhis life, & maintenance of 
n works) ite which God bath giuen him/,-bowbeir in the 


 coduRofthen he hath avery bucaulaeriie to his people, 


noiſome to his realme and dangerous to himſelfe, as the ct- 
fe .doth ſufficiently ſhew, This mightic prince doth as well 


know whereatthe D, of Guize ſhooteth: as ayother : and hee 


hath reaſon, fith it is at bimſelfethat he chictcly aimeth, al. 
beit being miſcounſailed he hath-bitherto taken but a croo» 
ked w aningnoon it.ladecd he is in ſome ſort tobecxcu- 
pam cn uing no _ about him,whoſecounſaile is not pre- 


—_—_ wn or Ry -and hauing on his ſide al- 
_ none but himſelfe. Whenthe D.'of GuRe had thus ar- 
med himſeife vnder thenameofthe holy league(a name bur 


too well knowne alredy in Frerce)they ſtraightway p 
ded vnto him a moſt. in ple, viz, that in his reaiſme 


there were but two actions, The, Hugnoners & the Catholikes: 
that raleſichee — vppon y the TT 


a [| 
p- 1 > | 


the one he ſhould hanenone totalkehis par ,& r th 
[tothe prouecrbezbetweene twoiltoolesthe taile goeth tothe 
.ground.: Vhar the Huguonerr were the weakelt and therefore 
.that conſequently it were beit for himeto ioine with the ca- 

liks,torinſodoinghe ſhould win tohim(citallthe credit 
which the houſe of dairedic gorteri,which would be 
Hereot te mia hex hints rion:thar tor. eToys 


pps 
apa Fame of it; & 
Sn 23 hee 
was pet ded; ciptzind ofthecatholilefxAion, tidw 
' broughchim a bethe onelyminitter ofthe D rpaſ. 
Loqs:10 lachſorctinar (oſoondathd otherdibborſtir apait 
him, he belccuctd, oe aro mg & meanes, he 
mult necds ſhe himſcltvcrybaſie: paialt Hdagxoners Be ther. 
with notable commiſs10ns, terrible edicts; Emightyate 
nies ſhew himlelt rigoraustI6 er A an} os, 1 him 
and which 6ffer him no intury;& fauorable to thoſethar de. 
uour bim athic.owne- gate. This forfobneashohad received 
ſome cracke bythoſcof the kerrm: as ſooteas they began 


ſome munnic againti hi ey ſciſed: nponanyrown 
of his,ſo ſoone Iiay, lakes! king-at Naxar beſgrethathe 
would be ypon his tacke, and all ondanarmie againſt = 


him. Oh blinde Prince, that thought thar choſe men which 
willingly would haue (eene him dead; grounded themlclues 
butvpon one PR avd in caſe thatſhould fail te him,hes 
would wrelt from t ons Ly Rong! magination tharwhicti ree 
he durit not prone /«Curſled i be youthar giuec himcounſaile, 


Are yee not aſhamed yee traiterous counſailers? muſt a king 
fuffer faRions in his eitate?muſt he needs/have any other the 
op owne? Is it not a goodly pare to be'a king®Ifyouſay _ 

| theſe 


=. 
theſe two-fa&ions were therealredy, and paſt med Oye 
wretches, who brought then in.but your {elues;thar {till de 
noriſh them?Is not ciuill warre the mother of theſe tations: 
cca(e that; and you ſhall ſee them flic. Leta king keepe him- 
ſelfe in hioitrenar th,and kin fay,] will bane peace,and you 
ſhall-fee tharrhe boldeſt of r PTR 19 
fay it:1f hemuſt needs make warregletir beagaintt him thar 
would hinderthepeace, andhee'will ſoone ouercome him. 
Neuerthelefſe,according to thispri they madehim-to 
belecue: that there _ no-ſafctic for him nleſſe:himielfe 


would vnderrake the ſame pretence, as the fauourer of the 


league:alſothat irwerer Aegan the pocctnteertey 
ſhew himſelfe'more' nee open 

That the catholikes ith the D; of Gzzs 
againſt the others: 7 ro ctints the onely meanes to difunitet 
wastotake the D, of G ,and'thunder ainſt the 
Hugnonets, This was his belictc & his counſaile. In ne 


Reg ——_— Herpdrar nr 
ach a feare as was unded.vpo0 2 
of hole whom he hadenen _anrrrOr '2 ſoas ſo ſoone as he 


- awethe'league armed, the'gates of Paris were ſcarce _ 
enough for him, Het Ai Irhem a nd wheras he mig 
with'bis onely —_ have ſcat al the he authors ofthis ae 
mutinie an-hundred foot eorng tp meme 

of ithe was amaſed:he by & his mother 
fire them to be procooter Aa ery ne in ON of 
peace he made not ſo greataccountof them tz tor 


promiſe that hereafter he would:content them, yeat they; 
ſhonld bur aske & al fhould be them;To be ſhortyhe: 
did inamaner hamble himſel6 hisſubie8.totheend 
ro keepethemfrom matini him;wherasithad bin 


his part to haue _ CE nk wovld &could pu- 
niſh their rebellion. Al this notwivhſtandioghehag ripgreat 
mind tothe war, as wiſely conſidering thatitwas 2 c—_ 
ſhing of his authoritie ,andiif he feateditagainkth 
kee wat not defirous: of fit againſt 

wy being overcome by his mather,wliohad other drifts. 


r braine then hee, and almoſt by:;all that were about- 


kim ;he grew a accords with the Duke of Guizezand: 
C 2 Ms 
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- perforce conſented to the war again{t the K. of Nanar, vnto 
whom not qne moneth before he had by thirty letters of his. 
owne ;hande teſtified his owne iudgement of the intents of 
thole of the|league. This hath beene the counſaile that the 
king hath hitherto had. Now there 1s no doubt but he could 
haue wiſhed the king of Naxerre to hane bene ({trong inough 
to haue forced both the others & himlelfe ro grow to peace: 
bur of his owne motion to propound it he neuer durit - for 
had hee done it,he looked ſtraight to have beene ſtifeled by 
the mutinous faction of the league. Well , hee mindeth to 
liue,toreigne and to be obeyedas well of the proteſtants as 
of thoſe of the league, A deſire both iuſt and reaſonable,and 
ſo he might,ifhe wold: but with theſe pernitious principles, 

fith himſelfe calleth his power.into queſtion , and dare nor : 

. doothe part of aking , let him not thinke ir ſtrange that 0- q 
thers ſhouldenterpriſc to counterfeit his perſon. God grant : 
that at length he may earneſtly deſire to be that he is,thar is, +4 
the maiter and greateſt lord of his realme : bur this can nor 

be, vnleſle he be king, and that ſhall he neuerbe,except hee 

of reſolue himſelfe to with the wealth and peace of his people. 
As touching the king of N\ guarre , his condition and in- 
tent,it is cleane contrarie or differing from both the others, 
of which I hauc alreadie ſpoken. Euen as he agreeth with 
the kings purpoſe in the behalfe of preſeruing of his life and 
authoritie,where againſt he-neither could,neither would at- 

' tempt any thing : ſo likewiſe hee differeth from him in that 
that concerneth the libertie of the churches of Fravce , for 
the which the war is made againſthimfelfe,whiles hee goeth 

about to-releaſe them from it;But he 15 euery way comrary & 

wr To oppoſite vntotheenterpriſes. of the duke of GwrJe and the 

| league, Firlt , whereas the other, to whom ambition giuerth: 
the ſame hope for the crowne of France, which right and na- 
+ _ _rure hath giuen vnto this,, cannot put it.in practiſe but by 
Be” warre,by the fubucrfion of lawes, and alteration of the {tate 
of the realme: for if he ſhould make no inuaſion,or if euerie 
' thing kept their ordinary courſe,he hath norightro it,no he- 
could not be called to it. This on the other fide cinot looke 
forit bur by the meancs of peace, by keeping euery thing in 
order, his deſire is ordinar,, and in maintaurung the _ 
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his titleis lawfu!l, And if he would takeany other way by vi- 
olence or vſurping, he ſhould find tis riuall/as much f{tron- 
er and ſurely ſctled inthis behalfe , ouer thar he is, 'as hee 
hath an aduantage inthe true ſucceſſion. In the meane while 
beſides the right of the realm which looketh on _— Ccar- 


all rhe 


rieth moreouer vppon his ſhoulders the burden of 
| churches of France, he beareth all their hope vpon his head: : 
his ouerthrow to mans likelihood is their ruine ard oppreſ- 
ſion: his greatnefle their libertie . And that is it which en- 
creaſerh the power of his enimies, and which lincketh togi- 
ther againſt him al the catholikes of Europe, Of rruth, whiles- 
Ithinke nowe vpon this one, as Idid lately ypon tlie other, 
| methinkerh that God vnder theſe two __ men,willex- 
erciſc our ſtate: the one hauing yet more trength of bodie: 
and minde to preſerue it , than the other hath'to deſtroy ir. 
But the other having as yet more meanes , 'by the reaſon of 
the opportunity which he had.to ioine with the greater ſide, 
and to -haue had the means to yſe cuen thekings authority: 
this will cauſe me to make ſome ſmall digreflion to compare 
them together : for ſuch are they, as they well deſcrue tobe” 
inſerted into Platarkes paralels. I force tny ſelfe as much as 
may be,to indge of them withour afteQio,although I ſhould' 
in reſpe&t of my religion , my ſide , and infinite other occaſt- 
ons fauour the one more than the other : yer I'wot not whe- 
ther this afteion doth not robbe me of the libertic of my: . 
iudgemenr. But me thinketh that this man , how worthy ſo 
ener the other is, hath many good parts in him whereby he- 
goeth beyond him, I ſpeake not of their praGtiſes,I call them 
not in queſtion, Ido notſo muchas giue my judgement of 
thoſe of the duke of Guize, but condemne them : For Iam a 
Frenchman : I ſpcake onely of ſuch-qualities as God hath in- 
dued them withall, proper in the one to -haue them ſuch, 
and in the other to __— himſelfe againſt them : I will ſay 
then that this man hath all his life through, yea from the 
beginning of his youth fought againſt neceſſitic it ſelfe; all 
his buſinefle hath beene full ofit,he never did any thing but 
with paine, the other contrariwiſe hath had all to his mind, 
had alwaies all opportunitie forthe firſt, Item of his enter- 
priſes, wanted alwaies rather I pthan worke, ra-- 
| 1 | 3, | ther: 
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_- ther forme then matter, rather will then,meanes. Nothing 
*, did afbiit this , neither did any thing refit. the other. This 
maketh mee to conclude firit, that ſeting by thele ſundrie 
waies they hauc found themſelues one as great as the other: 

the one mult-needs hauc learned more,hauc more expericce 
more courage, more force: the other more ambition,more 
hope,a thing bred in him by rhe greatneſſe of his meanes,& 

by conſequent of more enterprilc,and more audacitie, That 

the one bath letle ſhew,lefle yanitic, lefſepompe,& lefle bra- 

_ verie ih his affaires; the other lefle experience, lefle affurice, 
and leſle {tabilitie, Which maketh me to thinke that when- 
{oeuer this; manſball frnd;bimſelte in great abundance , hee 
(halbe berter.able to vic it,then the ether could defend him- 
{eltc againſt gecefhitic , it ever he were brought to it. I will 
make no mention of the former wars, wherin notwithitand- 
ing the:duke of Grize had fortuncs giftes alwaies at will:and 
this man contratiwilc hath often tried what miſery may,yea 
cuen-theextremelſt: (I{peakeotchatwhereotl wil now {ay:): 
thatif I had {eenegthis great: enterpriler allailed two whole 

yeares, by cight French armies,whuch were ſentto the refre-: 
{bing one of an other,& led ona row by the beſt Captains of 
| France, amongſt the which1 account his brother the duke of. 
Y Ataine; and that athis departure from thence , not onely he 
| had loſt nothing,but befides that he had take ſeuen or cight; 
go0d townes, & wonne a great battaile,hauiog in his hands: 
' noother.mcanes in the world to build his deedes ypon,but 
age alone,as I baue ſcene happen to the king of Na« 
var,l would then thinke that I might copare them togither: 
but vatill then, there is no reaſon ſo todo. Some will fay to 
methat the N.of Gxizehath had many morecnterpriles and 
greater ones, & all that the king of Nawarre could do, it was 
to reſiſt, I grant-it. It was an caſie mattet forthe one to en- 
rerpriſe, euerie one fauquring him : difficult to the other to 
_ refilt, eucry one being againlt him: As the labour,ſo the glo- 
ric ought to be greater. They haue 'notwithitauding manie 
humours both like and difterent 5 but no-\mall thinges, no 
fender oncs./ Both are of great courage, they had neede of 
&t:; bath are gentle, courteous, friendly : both are aRiuc of 
bodic, vicd to toyle;, and acceptable , fBut thcir mindes a 
| | | | | | | imuc 
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auch diverſe, The one is moſt honeſt, franke, openhearted, 
tree minded, ſometimes ſymewhat haltie; well refolued not- 
with handing vpon preſent.occafion,anddangers: ſo earneſt 
about that whichis laide before him, and fo beſtirring him- 
ſeite about the yron. that ought to-bee beaten whiles it js 
hore, that he hath theleſſe rcgard to that which is paſled, as 
alſo.tothatwhich he'mult follow :-he will conceiue few farre 
fetched pradiiles,. becing content-with his hope, andrefer= 
ring coſy Theother is diuerfe and as bad as may be, 


ſecret, clole, cratftic, .patient, cuen ſo tarre as tobec blamed 
for.it, as I haueſaide, diflembling, laying-downe his plat- 


.formesa faire off, For hee muſt forge his-owne hope; lo0- 


kinga loofe off; taking nothing in hande but what hee is 
ſure to bring to paſlce : but I worcemort, if he were vpon the 
verie point of daunger, whetherhe would vſually growe to 
ſo rcadic a reſolution, fith hee /hathnot had (ſo often rriall 
thereof, Howſocuer the matrer! goethithey are both'woor- 
thie me2, and of the woorthielt thateter France did beare, 
{nch.as coulde haue performed notableaRions, if amightie 
king would haucvſedtheni,and histimehaue ſuffered ir;,To 
come againe to the matter. As forthe king of 7\ auar,he fiei- 
ther hath,neither oughtto haue'ahy practiſe abourrthetare, 
his paſsibilitie doth {ufficizatly turtifh him, and beſides; he 
hath enough to do to breake thoſe of hisenimies ;his'warro 
rendeth w, to peaece, and thequietnes of tac realme: bur 


{uch a peace as tothe which -he wiltneuer geree,, except the 
churches of Frence. & ſo conſequently the {trigersifhe can, 
may beatliberty, He nedeti norpleadhisrightto the crown 
i: iz 00a time; moreover, thatwhicrisſurezoughtnotto bee 
called into doubtor.quettio:muchites needhe'buſiehimſelfe 
about the ouerthrow.of thoſe of Gz:Je be Earraine;He withith 
nor their harm;exceptas they withthe realmes,to the which 
if they woutd bee paofitable, hee aoknowledgeth them molt 
tafficienr, avconcerningtheir particular perſons. Their de- 

ree is natequaliwith dns; whoxſeth the name-of 4-king! 

har name keepethhitnfromthinking vpon theirs; His only 
drift & avg heharh 2ny)tenfeth ro'defend Himſelh & 


atcer ſuch a ſort,thar he may conttrain this enimies torender 
e his peace, tothe king his aurkority,to bim = his 
F- __ thcix: 
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their libertie, Afterthat, let them|of G=ize enrich and ad- 
nance themſelues as much as they can,fo it be not to the colt 
of one of theſe three, it skils him not. The procceding and 
the way that he taketh about it,is not certaine, it dependeth 
vpon the ſame which the others do hold againſt him, It they 
let him alone, he ſtirreth not; it they. come to weapons , hee 


. Tunnes tothem : if they laie them downe, he doth the like : 


S> 


- thatcould not thinke on ſmall matters,could neuer brooke; 


that js the reaſon why the king knoweth in his heart, that 
when the relt of Frexce (halbe agreed, that there will be little 


or no ditficultic at all with this man, who being ledde onely 


by reaſon, may be at all times cafily broughbr to it againe. 


Thaue ſpoken of the three principall heads which vphold 


the three taGions that are in Frence : wee are nowe to. marke 
ſuch as come in by bi-waies, what drift and ſcope they haue, 


whereat they aime,and what hope they haue to hit on it, A- 


monglt thele, the firſt is the Queene mother vnto the king, 
who ns her credits ſake,and in ſhew, keepeth herlelfe on her 
{onnes (ide,as the did alwates , when (hee had many ſonnes, 
hold with-him that was king : but who notwithſtanding|'ha- 
teth nothing more than his abſolute power , as beeing the 
worſe for it. When Frerce was in peace,ſhe was faine to ſpin 
herrock at homegher ſon left her no charge, nor deling in a- 
ny matter. That ſhe might recouer her authoritic,ſhe was fain 
to (huftell the. cardes,. or haue intelligence with thoſe that 
ſhufteled them,otherwiſe ſhe was of no vic: which her mind, 


And of this Princefle whoſe race hath ruled, & rulethat this 
day ouerthe bel{tparts o e, it may be ſaide as it was of 
eAgrippa , Vilmibus curis mutebria vitia exviſſe, If that alreadic 
were nota vice in a woman: ithath beene alwaies her cu- 
{tome, in'France to ſtirre vp one againit another, that in the 
meane while ſhe might rule in theſe divifions. The mightic 
agyiot the mightie, amen 9 Princes, yea ther owne 
children againſt her children. For ſhe know wel enough that 
our {tate ſtanderth fo, as thata woman ;. except it be by ſome 


extraordinaric waies,is of no creditetherein. | | 
In oy time of the late'king Charles, this that nowe is,was 
then her proteGor, whoſe power ſhe did increaſe as much. as 
te could, to the end ſhe might vic him to make her yan” 
| | | ceſlaric 
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ceſlaric vnto the other, The king at length perceiuedit, but 
too late. Since that, this beeing come vnto the Crowne, 
wherein to ſpeake the truth , hee was infinitely bound vnto 
her, whiles he was in Polanae, being as well aſſured that ex- 


cept ſhee had wiſcly prouided for it, there had beene ſuch 


{tirringes in Fraxce as perchance at his comming home hee 
had beene kept from getting in, Shee kept her credite for 


three or foure yeares, whileſt this yoong king dreamed of 


nothing but the pleatures of his age, and the deliciouſneſle 
of his newe eſtate ; but fince, beginning to take vppon him 
the athrmatiue voice,and to ſeeke torule alone,ſhewas for- 
ccd to haye recourſe ynto Mounfieur her yoonger ſonne, 
who tor a while vphelde her, and made her to be elteemed 


_neceſſarie, He being deade, ſhee choſe other remedies : for 


howſocuer it bee, thee hath cuer wiſhed twothinges. The 
one, to make him that was in poſsibilitie of the Crowne to 


bee beholding vnto her, for to keepe him in when hee were | 


come toit ; The other, ro make him in the meane while {0 
great,that he that were maſter of the State, ſhould bee for- 
ccd to vic her helpe in brideling the other, employing af- 
rer this manner verie quietly both their powers one againſt 
the other,| that betwixt them ſhee might rule and be ſought 
to: ſuch a councell as particularlie for herſelfe was as tall 
of wiſcdome as often full of troubles and inconueniences 
for the commons. Nowe, if after Mounficurs death, ſhee 
had founde the king of N awerre fitte for theſe prakiſes, ſhe 


had made her buckler of, him :. but ſeeing that his religi- 


on, and many other conſiderations did hinder her, ſhe hath 


caſt both her eyes and her hearton the houſe of Lorraine, 


and her danghters children , whereunto the hatred thar 
ſhee did beare vnto this Prince, euen from his infancie hath 
beene a great helpe : So that clteeming her ſelfe not able 
to bee reconciled with him, ſhee conſequently dooth feare 
him, and is fully reſolued to hinder him in all that ſhee can, 
from getting aniec part in Fraxce, Shee can neuer doo it 
withoutthe ouerthrowe of the order of the Realme. For(as 
I ſaide) after. this hatred commeth'in the loue ſhee beareth 
vnto the childrenoof the D; of Lorraine, whoarecher daiith. 


ters children, towards whome ſhe hath a ſecret inclination, 
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neuer ceaſing day nor night to reproch vntothe king , thar 


he oughr rather to louc as his heires, his Nephewes, his Si- 


ers children, then a {tranger vnto his houle;; io dooth thee 
rerme the king of Navarre, The daughters of Spaine are allo 
her daughters children, vpon whome the wobld likewile be 
glad to beiſtowe {ome partot tlie ſame: not being grieuedin 

the meane while thar her ſons itate 4s in trouble, to the ende 
 thathe ſhould haue retuge vnio her, and that lhe may beim- 
| ployed. Now in this manner the agrecth well with the Duke 
of G:uFJe, to crolle her (orne,to litrre vpand o__ the way tO 
confution, and about.tie meanes to alter the order of (uc- 
 ceſston in our realme :| but ro with that hce ſhoulde waxe (0 
great that he mighr ouerthrow.the king himſclfe, & diſpoſe 


{eſſe = and himſelte atterward to inuade the whole ltare,: 


it is not likely, 1 cannot be!cene that ſhe deſirerh it.Now vn- 


der this the Qucene mothers intent, I comprehend alſo that: 
of the Marquiie d# Port , her littleſonne, ſonne vnto the 
Duke of Lorrame, who likewiſe hath no _— nce or hope 


z1n this —_— any further then ſhe his grandmother doth 
procure him to conceive, | | | bl Ks 
| Next, there is:the king of Spaine, who from the beginning 
of theſe wars, ſzeing the Queene of England to knit a {traite 


alljance with our kingg(ceing inthe ſame time alſo the Com- 


miſioncrs of the low countries at '#a775 to ofter him the.{o-. 


ng nw their prouinces , it came in his head to caſt 
three or 


Jy take theſe Prouinces trom. the Spamuarde, This is that 
which brought him in,and conſequently, that ſomewhar o-. 


uerhaſtned the Duke of GuiJes deuiſcs. Beſides that,lice fea-. 


Treth now extremely, lealt the kingof Navere ſhauldartaine 


to the crowne of France : hee is hisenimie by natare-:zhe de- 


raineth a kingdome from him,which no doubt if the others 
dawes. may growe on, will bee wholly pulled away, and 
more perchance withall , Hceknowethwelt enough; that: 


be being olde , bis children yooug his ate deuided and: 


 {carſs 


A 


oure thouſand crownes into the hungrie hands of 
the league, ſo to (et France in troubles, as being aſlured that: 
by thele meancs he ſhould keepe the king from thinking vp. 
- enFlanders,the which he did moſt feare: as indeed, theres. 
but rhe onely king of France, ſo he be in peace, that cancali- 


St A 


a pt Ir Er ee OT 
ay te erin : 
——_ mare” OS 
* 


5 4 2% 


» /*% 
ng reg rr te erin 
- C £5 


*% 
7 
[3 

c © 


| 
| 
{ 
1 
| J i 
| 
; 
: 


{carſe ſetled , ſmall matters after his death will trouble it: 


much more a king of I awerre, it he were king of Frannce. 
1herfore he is glad to frame himſclte vnto thote of Lorraine, 
to tinde their meanes to liirre vp. coales, that inthe meane 
while he may more freely goe about his warres of the lowe 
countries, and of Englande : to molelt the king of |Frence,, 
thereby to ouerthrowe the king of I avarre: tothe end thar 


 atterward the realm being left tor a pray, he being the migh- 


tielt, might carch the greateripart. 1his is his dritt as cocer- 
ning our {tate: but that he would proceede {otarreas being 
burdened with many other particular expences,he wold yer 
draw his treaſors drie, to make the Duke of Guize king: che I 
fay,whois perſwaded that it it were ſo that the maner of (uc- 
ceſsion mult needs be altered, his daughters the kinges Nie- 
ces,ought to haue the better partzThat which I ſay of the K, 
of Spaine, may likewiſe be applied to the duke of Sawoy his ſon 
inlaw,who is of much lefſe power,and hath no other deuiſes 
then his tather inlawes, Theſe are all that either doo good 
or euill ynto France, T heie are her good or bad humours 2 
Theſe are the proſperous or contrary windes which torment 
& trouble it, And of their diſcordes and paſsions as diuerſe 
as themſclues, as differingand contrarie as they are , dc- 
pendeth her good or euill happe. Oh mightie Empire ! the 
glorie of Exrope : tothe which rhe courſe of 1 200, yeares 
could bring nothing but encreaſe, thy enemies nothing bur 
glorie, there was ſome reaſon that atter ſo manie victories, 
thou (houldeſt ende by thy owne handes , thou ſhouldeſt 
ſtoupe vnder thine owne force , ſceing deltinic had not crea- 
ted in the world any conquerour ouer thee, | 

Burt leauing of this maner of ſpeech, which rather prouo- 
keth me to weepe than to write ; ſeeing that the diviſion of 
religion doth ſerue for a pretence inthe alteration of our 
Realme, and ſo conſequently in his deſtugion,it God ſuffer 
it ſo, this cuill being almoſt comon to all the ſtares of &xrope. 
I wiil ippe alittle afide ro ſpeake ſomewhat of the generall 
affairesof Chriſtendome,in that which cocetneth theſe two 
gercat factions,the one reſting yet vnder the obedience of the 
Pope, the other hauing caſt it oft, 1 will notentreat hereof 
gs aDiuine , I knowe vetie well that God commonly wy 

| 2 Pk ct 


| 29 | 
eth_his by affeions, as the meanes to keepe men in their 
dueties, and immediatly'to haue recourſe vnto him whom 
they thinke bur little yppon whiles their necke is ſwollen 
vp with profperitle . | Neither am I ignorant that the ſonne 


- of God pronounceth theſe wordes : e My kh mgdome is not 


of this '\werlde : thereby ens . to the true Chriſtians, 
that it is not here that they ought ro (eeke theireaſe, and 
although they finde themſelues atfli&ed , yet mult they not 
miſtruit of their cauſe, as if God did deteſt them, and were 

urpoſed to roote them out from the face of the earth , al- 
lic contrariwiſe , they ſee the Turkes, the Heathen, the 


poore blinded ones in Popiſh fuperititions , haue all at will: 


and conquer Realmes, furniſh! Prouinces , | and: them of 
veines of polde which neuerdrie vp, and their armics pro- 


fper cucrie where, That their good happe procureth'them 


ſuch. men as to. doo them ſeruice will attempt yppon thoſe 
Princes liues that are their enimies, cuen in the middelt of 
their Gardes. Finally,they ſcarſc haue yet wiſhed, when God 
ſuffereth them toſce their deſire fulfilled, Where cleane con- 
trariwiſc hee hath laide this neceſlitie vyppon his true ſer- 
uantes, that they ſhall take hiscroſle ypon their ſhoulders 
if they will followe him, pafle through the ſtraight gate,and 
after his example paſle away their whole life injpriete, affli- 
Aion, &1n neceſlitie. According to theſe rules and tokens, 
which cannot be applyed to any other,then thoſe that make 
profeſsion of the true reformed religion, it might ſufficeime 
to conclude , that they whom God affli&eth after this ſorr, 
are his true children, whom hee will affli&, but not ytterlic 
caitaway : whom he will chaſtice, but not puniſh : whom he 
vſeth as his children that offended him , in doing otherwiſe 
than he commanded them , and not as feruantes that haue 
robbed him, And after ſuch a maner, that although at this 
day throughour all Chriſtendome the preateſt porenrates 
of the worlde bee confederated , vnited, and ioyned togi- 
ther againſt them, it is all ia vaine, | God will neuer ſuffer 
rhat which is his to bee caſt away: they are his, hee well 
may dippe them two or three fingers in the water: but 


preſently hee will ſtretch foorth his arme of deliverance to 


pwl them our of the gulph: and that could I(befides the in- 
- ns i | dubita- 
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dubitable trueth of that promiſe which he made vnto his) 
prooue by the courſe of things that are paſſed in the church 
fince the foundation of the world.But as I haueſaid,my pur- 
poſe is not torealon like a diuine. Itſufficeth me to/prooue 
that we haue not only that great ſupernatural piller of Gods 
power for our defence,as an impenetrable ſhield,againſ(t the 
which, all the dattcs of the worlde turne their points back- 
wards: but alſo cuen.in the worlde itſelfe,and among all hu- 
maine meanes he hath giuen vs without compariſon more 
then our enimies : ſo that if we ſuffer that they atfli& vs, itis 


| bur our fault, becaule we cannot helpe gur ſelues with that. - 


wer that he hath giuen vs, All Chnitendome which is vn- 
der the Popes obedience, is at this day ioyned togither-r6- 
roote out thoſe of the religion. Who are thoſe wicked ones? 
tet vs indge of their power , and ſee whether it be ſo great as 
that we need to teare it, Itis the Pope,it is che Emperour it 
is the king of Spame,there be certaine Potentates of /tabe: In 
France are the duke of GuzJe and his kinſmen, who makethe 
Ling and the realme to ſerue their turnes as they liſt. In Swit- 
Zerland there are certaine Cantons : In Germanie,diuers prin- 
ces. 1haue named all,and them by the moſt glorious names 
that I could deuiſe: there are Popes , Emperors, Kings, and 
numbers of Princes . It 1s ſaide thart all theſe terrors| of the 
worlde are gathered togirher to this purpoſe onely,to m2ke 
an end of thoſe which proteſle the true religion , God grant 


it, ſo be it. The more enimies, the greater gloric, Butlet vs | 


ſearch them a little nearer, wee (hall finde thatall theſe men 
haue ſome particular intent which they keepeto themſelues, 
and that to maintaine their vnitie they all agree onely inthe 
generall . What intentes ? letys ſpecially conſider ofthem. 
The Popes is manifeſt ; Luther , Zuinglus , and Caluin , have 
abridged him ot two partes of his reuenues: the thirde is in 
great danger , they lzbour aboutit. He would both recouer 
that which he hath loſt, if it were poſs1ble, and aſſure againſt 
hereafter,that which he holdeth, The whole realme vt Eng- 
land is lipped out of his handes : if the king of Sp:ime could 
plant there againe the catholike religion, it were ſo much 


xeconeredfor him . France hath neuerſhewed him anie grear . 


obcdience, the chutch of fr.axce mp. alwaies her priuiled- 
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ges by her ſelfe : yet it is nothing, thinketh hee, In reſpe& 
of that ir ſhoulde bee, it cuer the king of 7 awarre ſhould 
' come to bee king of it. He fearcth lealt he ſhould come 0 
uer the Alpes: he 1s of the race of Boxrbon, tatall vnto Rome: 


" belides that hce is alreadic egged onagaialt the Popes, for 


his kinzdome of VN auarre , which molt vniultly they haue 
paſled ouer ynto the Kinges of Caſizle. Moreouer, he fea- 
reth lealt that a mightie Prince like ynto this, doo one day 
briag a great reformation in religion, which can not bee 
done without diminithing thz authoritie of the fea: which 
notvyithitanding will bee as, calie torhim to doo, as it was 
tor. Philppe the faire, and manic other kinges of Fraunce, 
encmies to the Popes vſurparions.,. Thus his chiefe(t in- 
terelt is to cutthis Prince ſhort of his hope . For his part 
hee dooth |what hee can, heethundreth , hee ſtormeth, he 
eurſeth , hee declareth him an heretike , a rebel! : finally, 
not capable of the Crowne of France, as though it lay in 
him to take it away , or to giue it , For the execution of this 
Bull, which in deede ot it felte could doo burlictle againit 


the bulwarkes of Recbell,( if that were all) he armeth all_ 


Chriſtendome , yea cuen the Cardinal! of Bourbon, to 
whome hee {endeth a hallowed ſworde, of the race of Saint 
Pane : hee promiſeth money ynto|the GruJiars : hee pro- 
miſeth , but hee ſendeth not, as hauing not yet paide that 
which kis Pppedome did colt him, according to the Ro- 
miſh ſtile, || TO RSANE 1 | 

To conclude, as it belongeth to him, hee worketh myra- 
cles with his Croſierſtaffe, and his purpoſe and drift is, to 
2nimare all the worlde againſt the heretikes , among whom 
| hee, com:prehendeth the Queene of Englande|, and the 

king of Navarre his principall enemmie to his: thinking , 
whoſe ouerthrowe hee logketh for j by the meanes of this 


vniuerlall lezgue. AS much-or more occaſion hath hee to 
complaine 0 the ligh and lowe Germanie , as of Frannce,' 


and Englande: þut hee thinketh that after that the king of 
Spaineand thoſe of Gurz? ſhall haue chaſticed , that is to {aie, 
viurped France, and Englandge, in driuing vut the heretikes, 
thatisto ſay, the true princes and lawfull lordes : after that 
thcy (hall haye tamed the lowe countries, they may without 
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any gaineſaying ioyne their forces with the Emperors, (o to 
conitraifie either by friend(hip or force the Princes of Ger-- 
rame which are Proteſtants, to come againe vndcrthe yoke! 
of his obedience : tizat after that, being no great likelihood 
that the S275 woatde obſtinate themſelues againit ſuch 
great forces, {ceeing their Cantons are alreadie deuided,they- 


ako gither might eaſily aſsiſt rhe Duke of Sawey, tor 
Gicra , andiolackethar towne which theyſcall the 
and tountaine of all heretkes of Chriltendome; It 1: 


that h<ce-concludeth the cnde of his defire, and: of hi 


ecouner- 
 ſpring- 
$ there 
s holie 


kagues enterprie, Which I haue fecne written by Pope Six 


ts himſclfe, ina letter intercepted about the begin 
theſe troubles in trance, ſent from 7rahe into Spaine. | 
for htm, this is his pretence, that 1s his intent groun 


ning of 
And as 
led vp- 


on that generall hatred which hee bearethto the hererikes, 
but eſpecially vnto the king of 7 anarre, and the Queene of 


England, of whom he hath recciued harme enoughalreadie, - 


er is afraid to recciue more. | | 
:The king of Spainehath three particular purpoſes, 


which he wiſheth this. general! league, The firtt ro —_— | 


the warres of the lowe countries which arc helde 


for the 
y thoſe 


whomehee calleth heretikes, and againſt the Queene of 
Englande, who is likewiſe of their number, The feconde 
his hereditarie deſire\to ioyne. France vnto his dominions : 
which hee thinketh he may nowe the more eafily doo, in re- 
ſpe& of the right that belongerh.vnto him through his wife, 
2 daughter of France, and his daughters gotten betwixt 


them; for as for him, hee thinketh not that the Salike lawe, - 


the honour of our kings, was made for him. The laſt; the 


ouerthrowe of the king of TN auarre, whome- hee 


| ſeth, wharſocuer it coſteth him, to remooue asmuch as-hee 
can polsiblic trom the crowne, for manie reaſons that hee 


hath to feare this great enimie, whome God keepet 


1 for to 


be one day the deftruRion of his houſe. Fortbe,bencfite of 


theſe three purpoſes, heeis come in, and hath nwck ſolici- 


eedrhis gcnerall league, whichitrengtheneth to:h im his ti- 
tle'of war againſt England: otenmity againſt the king of N4- - 


. 


w4:minitreth.to him opportunity to enterpriſe vnder hand 


ires of 


againit the ſtate of France whilelt he fauoureth the a © 
"a | 7 the 


ſ 


! 
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the Dnke of Guize his partner,with whom,except it were for 
this,he could haue no intelligence. that might yeeld him any 
profite : by his meanes in France he doth hope to ouerthrow 
the king of I awarre, allo he hopeth to yle tine hauens of P1- 
cargie, and IN ormanaie againit England,& the low countries: 
being ſureenongh afterward, that the king of France being 
dead, his lawfull ſucceſſor difpoſlefied,and the rea!meletr as 
a pray,he ſhalbe able eaſily to deuide their part vnto thoſe of 
Lorraine, being {tronger then they ; and thus may we ſee that 
he turneth the general pretence of this goodly league to his 
particular benefit and purpoſe, cuen as though it had beene 


PI" 


qngy made fot his domeſticall aftaires. 
The Emperour would galdly, that all the other Princes of 
Chriſtendome which are of the religion, were ouerthrowne, 
to the end the whole bodie of the league might come to ſer 
him free from the proteltants which are his neighbours: but 
becaule itis yerta long peece of worke, and rhatit were not 
| poop for him to beliirre himſelte much, lealt he (hould Wa 4M 
- kenthoſe mightie princes which are ſtronger then himſclfe: WY | 
he ruſheth nor tar in amongſt them, 'no mere then the other 


| 


princes of Ine | 


Thaue diſcourſed enough of the duke of Guizes intentand 


| - purpoſe, which is ro make himſcltealonckiag of France, if it | 
? 12 bb oſsible, or at leaſt of the better! part ; ſuch a purpoſe as [1 
willingly admitrethno fellow, & for the which aman wil not b. 
lightly labour for another. This I doo heere note onely to 
.ſhewe that |to helpe himſelfe in Frawnce by the meanes-of 
Spaine, to the fartherance of his enterpriſe, & in recompence 
thereof himſelfe to helpe the Spaniard to re-ouer his lowe 
countries: to (ce theQueene of England, towhom he witheth | 
euen dearth jt ſelfe, whom likewiſe he knowethto be the on- F 
+ ly ſupport of his enimie,quite ouerthrowne, he wil haue no- t 
Ty | rableinrelligence with the.king of Spaime : but to yeelde him | i 
'  wholythecrowne of France, and to holde it of him by ho- ſt 
mage, ithe be able to vſurpe ir, or to giue him oner the bet» Ma 
ter part, I-beleeue he will not. In the meane while theſe pre» it 
tences being grounded ypon nothing elfe then the diuifion 
__ of religion, wee muſt conteſſe him to bee one of the chiefelt 
pll!ers of this holy league, | | BY 
| | w 


vY 


_ yntothelea 


IS P— 


The princes of /zahehave no other purpoſe atal then theic 
owne preſeruation, being encloſed on one ſide by the Pope, 
on the other by the Venerians , on the thirde by the king of 
Sparne : befides deuided, and their States ſo fall, that they 
haue ſmal leaſure to think of any other matter the to main. 
taine themſelues: and for this reaſon only are they come in- 
to the league . But they are not ſo good catholikes, bur 
that they feare more the encreaſe of the houſe of Spaine,then 
the decay of their religion,Such as haue beene in their coun- 
tries do know this |. | 

The Duke of Sawoy is alſo comprehended in this generall 
vnion : ſolong as hisfather in law ſhall liue,he will haue the 
ſame enterpriſes that he hath; if he diethzhe wil have others, 
as I ſhall ſhewe anone, which altogither doo ſynpathiſe with 
thoſe of the league. The duke of Lorramelikewiſe, when euery 
bodie ſhall come to reape the fruit of his labour,and the in- 
tereſt of his charges, his concluſion wil not agree with the D, 
of Gu:Tes propoſition, The Cantons of Zuitzerlandare not in 
my opinion centred into the league , becauſe of thealliance 
waich they haue with our king,and the bonde that knitteth 
them togither in their countrie, Notwithſtanding I'doubt 
not, but that for mony they will finde forces, not generallie 
gue, butparticularly to the Duke of GuJe , yer: 


haue they after made ſome difficultie thereof, ji; 7709; 
Of purpoſe haue I ſhewed the intent of each partaker of 


the league, to prooue that which I haue ſaid,that euerie one 
of them had ſome particular meaning cpagrecing one from 
Rewe, that what- 


another : to the end thar thereby Imught (h 
ſocuer good intelligence they had one with another, itwere' 
veriecaſic for vs to haue a better. All with one coutſewill” - 
I ſeeke out, what arerheir meanes and their forces : in . 
the which I hope to finde fo many wantes in reſpe& of that 
which is in our handes, that we would bee athamea to ſuffer 
our ſclues to bee beaten. Iwill beginne with the weakeſt, 
Of which number I take the Emperonr and, the Catholike 
princes of Germarie to bee, For although yndoubredly they - 
bee of great power, yet the Proteſtantes their neighbours 
are of {uch force, as euerie man dooth knowe : to witte, 


the king of Denmarks, the Eleours Palarm, of Saxorie, and 
| & | | Bratte 


| 
| 
{ 
| 


24 ||| 


Brandendonrgb , the Landgraue of |\Heſ5ia, and manie other 
great princes and lordes; ſo thatif they woulde, the other 
durſt not ſceme to haue enterpriſed any thing ar all, I haue 
ſhewed what the forces of the Cantons of Zuizerland are, 
and howe'the generall league may haue vſe of them, As for 
the princes ot /rabe, the Duke of Savoy, as our neare!t neigh- 
bour, 1s the moſtto be feared of them all, But firſt, it a 19 
a (mall matter of forces that may come fram him : next, hee 
rather rziteth yppon ſure poſs1bilities, then vppon vncer- 
teine ones. His tather in laweis clde, at his death tice ho- 
peti. to get ſomewhat, and I doo thinke that hee will ra- 
ther calt hjs cies ypon the {tates of \rlaine and Naples, if 
the ſucceſ$jon of [Spare cone to bee deuided, as there js 
great likelthood: for the daughters who are as ambitious as 
may bee, and alreadie by their farther himſelfe trained vp in 
tic nandling of affaires, and almoſt pur in full poſleſsjon of 
his x1ngdomes, will hardly bee content to bee married for a 


peece of money,and leaue ſuch greatriches ynto their yoong | 
brother, licklie,and as they lay,an Idiot : ſo that, mee thin- 


keth this Duke hath worke'cnough cur out already,needing 
not to bufje himſelte much|about aty enterpriſes on this 


ſide ofthe Mounts,which encloſe him-in. On the other (ide 


beyond them, he can doo ſollittle though hee woulde, and 
hee findech himſelfe in a countrey ſo' tull of diſaduantage, 
that beeing of one ſide kept by the Germaines, on an 0- 
ther by the Zuitzers,on the other by the Frenchmen, and on 
all-ſides by the Alpes, ſuch forces as hee coulde raiſe out of 
his countrie, which can bee but verie ſmall, cannot bee 


. tranſported. to anle place,, where they may performe anie 
thingy without great loile and difficultie. As for his money, 
'to make good cheere at home hee hath enough: but to 


make a great watre,, not.ſo. The other Princes of frate, as 
the Dukes of Ferrara, of e-Hantoxe, of Florence, and of Ur- 
bi,which are almoſt the chiefelt, bee all added ro,for ro en- 
creafc their rolle ,and to ſay ; Loe what a number bere is, and' 
not for any other matter: If there were anic warrc in 7tahe 
berwixt ewo mightie Princes, ſuch as were (barles of Spaine 

and Francis of France, they might indeede much further hj? 
afaires, whomethey would alsiſt, It there muſt be an arm,” 
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made yp by ſea againſtthe Turke, each one of them ſhall þ| 
well be able to ſet toorth a Galley or twaine, and thart is all: i 
bur thac they may doo much ina great warre, cither againft F-0 
vs in France, or in E "gland, or in Germanie, Or in Flanders , not 
ſo. Beſides that, as I haue noted, they will neuer be ſo deepe 
in the league, bur that they will fearc more the encreale of - 
Spaine, then the decreaſing of Rowe. The Duke of Parma, 
as he is Dake of Parma, may be of the number of them, bur 

 inreſpe& that hee commandeth ouer the forces of the king 
of Spaizein the lowe countries,ſurely hee is a great captaine, 
withour doubt he hath gotten great reputation and creditc, 

- bee it amongeſt the Armies which hee commandeth ouer, 
bee it among(t the countries where he maketh warre, yea, a 
credite bv inheritance, the remembrance of his mothers 
gouernment, being molt agrecable amongſt them,But with- 
all, hee were but vnwiſe, as well as the Duke of Say, if he 
had not certaine purpoſes to himſelfe , orifheewould ſticke 
more to vaine poſsibilities then to certainties, For my part 

IT beleeue, that hee is notreſolued to haue laboured all this 
while in Flanders for an other, |But there is a farther point in 
this matter,which is,thatas long as he ſhall make war there, 
as Lientenant to the king of Spame,he may do much harme: 
bur if once hee take the way to make himſelfclorde of it, as 
he may eaſily in that which the holdeth, after the good mans 
death, ſeeing hee canonely perfourme it by gentle meanes, 
and the good will of the people, hee is notto be feared any 
more,but muſt needes withdraw hrimſclfe out of the leagne. 
As for the Duke of Lowame, hee is a great lorde, bur a 

ttie Prince: take away from before his eics the hope of 
(sibilities , which they made him conceiue in Frarce , for 

- his ſonne, which only hath brought him in,with the league, 
[i hee will efcſoones rake that ſide which may breede his owne 
o | __ " quietneſſe, and not ſeeke any quarrell, Hee is verie wiſe : 

[ and therefore I belecue that our ſtirrings in France proceede 

not from him at this time, Notwithſtiding there is no doubt 

but that hee employerh himſelfte in this generall matter a- 
ainſt vs: but I thinke that in this point there reſteth this 
enefite,viz, as long as he ſhall hinder the growing vp of the 

Duke of Gmize his colin, as he n__ necedes do,for his ſonnes 
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ſake, he doth vs more 200d, then otherwiſe he could do ys 
harme : now he hiadreth himin reſpect of the crowne , the 
- which aclength agreeing and hauing tome intelligence with 
. the Queene mother ynto the king, his motherin lawe, hce 
' will rather demand for his ſonhe then for the other, AndI 
holde it for a moſt true principle, that the duke of G»;Je our 
| capitall aduerfarie, is alreadie io tarre in, that he mult needs 
cither be king , or be vndone altogither : there;is no meane 
' tor him betwcene theſe two extremitices. AMarms,Cmma, Pom- 
 pey, Lepidus, and Anthonie may be examples hereot.As ſoone 
asa man hath aſpired ynto tyranny, 4at Cefar aw; nibil I haye 
ſpoken heretofore of his meanes ; they-areindeede great 
.cnough in France, becauſe the ſide 'of the catholikes is grear, 
.among(twhom he is of great'icredit,and his aſſurance being 
his chicteſt itrength, that the king wil put vp al his preſump- 
_ + tevuſneſſe. But as for him,I doubt not, but that as his parti- 
.cular putpoſe tendeth.tq our (tare, ſo,it he had in his chelts 
'the dacats of the /xgies,he would make a breach in them, 8& 
: afterward doo much harme vnto others. But he is extreme 
; poore, and tadetted , theſeconde token of amanthat com- 
monly aſpireth ynto noueltics, Beſides that he hath too ma- 
nie that land againlt his purpoſes, not only of hisenimies, 
.a$ the king of 7, avarre, and the princes of the bloygd: bat of 
his owaetriends, as the heires of Spare, of Lorraine, and of 
Saiwy ,and thoſe of his owne houſe, which doo pretende as 
much right to the vſurping of our crowne as hedoth : iand 
to pu which, ſeeing hee muſt needes yſe them for his turne 
a3 
his pray, it hee can praie ypon any thing : which will breede 
him ictinite gelouſies, ſo thar all the power me thinketh, of 
this partner can ſtretch no farther than to the diſsipation 
and diſmembrin g of our realme : yet ſhall hee bee faine- to 
have helpe thereto. For,that he ſhould make warre either g- 
gainſt the Germaines,or Engliſhmen, he will hardly do jt,or 
at leaſt ir will neuer be, before hee hath made anend of his 
matters in France, which is along peece of worke, And ypon 
that 1 willobſerue one molt rruequalitie of our nation: that 
is,that ſuch is ournature,that we can be cotent vnder a king 


that 1 already eltablihed to deaide our (clues, we will po | 
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cinill warres, and. yo oares : buriftherg,y 6yere: ne,ort that 
we were to prouidefor the: Crow he, w 19 neat ſuffer 
the renting a ſunder ofi it, For ifa pink FoM d not find him- 
ſelte to ſet toor i Ty the whole, he bets Pri hardly 'be ſuffercd to 
Ciuide it,.except he Vere a tp! Fefnnit ag ICE peep YREO It, as 
the king of Spame , wh ho bj b; NETS iEanes 
of his Countries , might! al Ithe 3404. me ched 
yp: yetwere it hatd tor him. Finally,I wi Yor 0 teſti- 
monies.ro ſhewe that this mans power, is no ſuch great mat- 
ter. The one, that in the veginnſago of the leag gue, when his 
fire was moſt kindled, when ment 5:0 hae " aword of 
his mouth, all Frazce would (et vp th Cn Fs ce oy & 
found kimſelfc accompinied withat d French | 
men,and foure thouſand footmen ar the moſt; jivn choſe 
vaniſhed aw ay in ope moneth , notwithitanding,that he had 
| pradigally ſpent, all the money which hee recciu Kits of 
. Spaine,and his owne in gathering them to kc PESIMer. Ih other, 
| thatbeing ſince entredinto the watrte, a {mall ant xet- 
Mers, co Riog of fqure thouſande five hundred ho men, 
andof three or foure thouſande; Lanſquenets , with a fewe 
3 Ee Safco d paſſe i inſpight ofhim through his gouernment 
: ,cuento theverie| hear reor Prance : did beate him, and | bees 
him 2gainein their paſſage, a5 often as.they ſay. him : albe- 
'ittliathe hadcalled abourhimn ee friends, partakers,and 
her. and that he had beſides all this , the beſ art of the 
po ges: albeit likewiſe that a yeare befare, he had fo 
that hewould fight with the Germaines cue vp6 the hows 
- ſide, and that it Food him greatly vpan for his credite 
.doo, Butget withour, doubt, if men ſhonld ſuffer Tie 
ofa action;t gone on,and except God had bridled him, 
_heis the rogee the ableſt, and the moſt daunge us eni- 
pale that ſug i lates; as make profeſcion« of the revgion can 
auc. 
There are yet 'behindei two of the worſt z. row rie, the Pope, 
_ andthe king of Spainy, The firſt is the drawing), .the pe 
 ſeditions ot all, and yet nevertheles the weakeſt, Iris a com- 
mon thing , Acuturn reddere.qni poſtit ferrums exors ipſe ſecandi. 
. To peake the t! uth, he ſeruerh tor nothin "g elſe but ro edge. 
their kniues, T he Popes Bey © pt an houre befor 
Tacy 
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they are,whethet they ſhalbe Pope or not. Befote they come 

+ tothar, they are molt commonly pettic Italian Cardinalles 
(for gelouſie keepeth the greateſt trom it) who during the 
*Cardinalſhip,had no farther practiſes then to catch ſome an- 
nate or benetice, Thoſe that are able to {tire vp coales,are 
nor lightly preterred: /#4y hath fared the worſe tor ir. Laſt of 
all, none can. come by it without |paying well for it : and 
' they arc all ſuch good husbandes as thar they leaue as lir- 
rle/as they can to their ſucceſlour : inſomuch thatthe neive 
Pope hath enough to dos tor the three or foure firit yeares 
to pay thoſe which -haue ſolde him |his See, and afterwarde 
| bling; And itis an extraordinatie thing when they pail 
nine ortenne yeares: elſe ftraightwaies they ſay : Exir ſer- 
mo inter fratres , quod diſcipulus ite non moritur, For they are ve- 
ric olde when they are choſen: ſo thatcrethey can do any 
harme, they are carried to rheit graues. And as for this man 
4 there were no more but he, we ſhould. not neede to feare 
anic thing elſe then Bulles and leade, which hurt none bur 
thoſethat are afraide of them. | The king of Spaines gold 
were much more to bee feared + whome I haue kept for 
the laſt, as the greatelt of all, and the firit moouer, who 
maketh all the others to mooue .. But hee for his part hath 
likewiſe manie difcommodities which bind his handes: and 
of this one, becauſe all Exroperingeth of his name, wee mult 


ſay ſomewhat the more, || 

 ThisPrinceis ſome to (Þerles the fift, that great troubler 
of the worlde, who hath tofled all ſo much topfie turuie , fo 
long as hee was in it : who was happier by the meanes of 
his Lieutenantes|then by himſelfe: who had eyther for his 
friepdes or for his foes at ſundrie times all the Princes of 
hiime F pvghrie Prince notwithſtanding ,vigilant,a war- 
'Hour, {if cuer there were any) and painetul{ in the warres: 
beſides full of courtelie and humanitie , and ſuch a one as 
tracl was woorthic of the name of Cefar, and woorthic of 
the|Empire. This ſame was brought vpin affaires by his fa- 
thers, euen from his cradle : yet was he much more happie 
thanhe: and his good happe conſiſteth in this, thatas long 
as his yeares could encourage him to great matters , hee ne- 
uer mette with any thar crofled him. His father had ar one 


| 39 

time the great Frances of France, the great Henrie of England, 
Solyman in the Eaſt part, andthe Princes of Germanie,which 
thoroughly exerciſed his witts : ' So that, on what fide fo- 
euer he rurned him#lte, hee tounde bufincfſe enoagh. Be- 

fides thar, he found all the Countries rounde abour him,as 

ſtrong, andas like to ſet vppon him, as he ypon them. That 
was it, that made his fortune ſo dinerſe, Contrariwile, Phs- 

hp at this day king of Spaine hath beene fauoured with ſuch 

German as had ncuer interruption, But thatis more to bee 
attributed, to thar which fell ourabour him, then ro him. 
ſelfe. France 1n his time hath beene ruled by a woman ,, and' 
by children, or ſo royled by-ciuill warres, thar they have al- 

waiecs founde woorke enough within themſclues, England” 
likewiſe ruled by a woman, who following the nature of 
her kinde, hath wiſely contented her ſelte with maintei- 

ning her {ubieftes 1n peace, and defending her ſtate from 


her neighbours attempts,not enterprifing any thing again{t 


them, Germanie by peaceable Princes, The Eatit partes by 
Schma great drunkard , who tooke pleaſurcin nothing but 
his drinke , and ſince by eAmorat his ſonne, halfe an Idiot, 
who ſtirreth not from the eAeoſquerra, So that wee mult 


not ſay, that he had good lucke cuerie where, but that hee 


founde no where any bodie rhat might breede him any emll: 
lucke : all abate nav mee , hee hath performed no' 
*oreat matters, The conquelt of Portgatand of 7ndia, hath+ 

eene more caſie then luckie : there was no great labour.. 
The conquelt of Tercyera, and the vitorie ouer the French. 


men ſhail nor ſeeme lo {trange, 1f wee conſider that it was . 


a whole armie of Spaine , againit a companic'of ſhips gathe- 
red togitherin France, As for the bartailes- of Grazelime,and 
of Saint Quentin , they were yet remnantes of his fathers 
victories , they were the armies that from their youth had* 
followed the olde mans fortune, there was-but lictle 0+ 
his, his perſon it ſetfe was not there, Nothing did itirre in 
Tratie, in Burgundie , inthe kingdome of 2 aples,, in| Sicilia 
nothing : where contrariwife in ffrica hee hath loſt Gonle- 
ta, the onely labovrof Charles his tather, andall that he had 
there, His viaories have not ſtretched {o farre in- Flanders, 


but.thar there is more. behinde to doo, The reaſon why >: 
| 3 6; FA becauſe: 
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becauſe hee hath founde there ſome reſiſtance, Ttisan eafie 


matter for a ma 
him, Nowe, cue 
his forces, wee f| 
his great prepar; 
Nill that renown 


nto winne, when no bodie plaieth againſt 
ri now, having gotten enimies woorthie of 
hall ſce whathe can doo in England with all 
ations : wee ſhall ſee whether he lhall keepe 
zed great fortune,Concerning the (tate that 


hee findeth himſelfe 1n at this time; |itis ſuch. Firit he is exe 
' tremev!d, and yet more broken, Hee hath but two daugh- 
ters, and a yoong boy : they great ones, ambitious alreadie, 
and proud to the vtterm tr the one Dutcheſle of Saxoy,the 
other brought yp in her fathers armes, and in the affaires 
of his cltate, the which ſhe alone gouerneth : his ſonne is lit- 
tleand ſickly, as I haue ſaide:: now are theſe occaſions of di. 
uiſions.. For in Spaine the daughters may iucceede. Beſides 


that, his ftate is/much dinided. The lowe Countries, which 


| were his beſt meſle, arefatre ſcattered from him, All that 
' which. is,cut, off trom him, as the Prouinces which are vni- 
| tedwiththe Haeeno.of England, he can ſee no hopeeuer to 
Tecouer, That which the Prince of Parmabolderh ynder his 
| horitlhe ſcarſe aſſureth himſiclte,that after his death he 
will faithfully ſurrender OICE his children. Theother is a 
braue Prince, a greac Captaine, beloued of thoſe ouer whom 
hecommandeth, elteemed of the others as I haue ſaid, who 
hath vſcd greatmoderation, and obſerucd his faith to his 


i 


- people that are alreadie highly pleaſed with that manner of _ 


ouernment, which his mother had vſcd before him : who 
hath purchafed| great credite amongelt them , and that e- 
nough, to make him hereafter able to keepe this portion in 
{tead of Portgall, which to his tudgement the king of Spaine 
hath taken from him:and who hoawſoeuer it be,will be grie- 
ved that all his labours ſhould bededicated to a maid, o® to 
alittle boy, The Dutchie of eyl/an is neare vnto the Duke 
of Sawoy :| hee wil pretend right vato it, in the behalte of his 
witc, and according to his contract 5 marriage? The king- 
domeoft?V aples, and the townes of tale will follow the for- 
tune of the Dutchie of eylan, Portugell is hee as yet ſcarce 
aſſured of ; the Porrugalles greeued that Spaniards ſhould rule 
ouer the, as much the more their enimies as they are neerer 
vnto them, as it is an ordinariething to all pRopie!! Th 
| | | | {| | £10878 
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Indies 28 well the Portingalles as the Spaniſh ones, theonelie j 
: 


ſinnew of this ſtate , will belong vnto him-that ſhall poſleſle 
Either Portugall or Spamne, The cale thus itanding, this Prince 
hath hencetoorth more neede to thinke vpon the preſerua- 
tion of his houſe , and his Lord(hips (which doubtleſle are þ 
like ro be deuided atter his death)thento trouble his neigh- | 
H bours, To ſpeak= the trueth, heeis rich ; but hee is at 1n- ; 
” |  finitecharges, ſcar{c haning any-countrie where hee is not ; 


4 | torced to keepe a great garriſon, That heſtanderth in neede, 
he maketh it knowne ſufficiently to the troupes which hee 


: | keepeth in Flangers , where he is ſometimes a yeare or eigh- 
b tecne monethes without giuing them a pennie . As hee | ; 
' | js richofmoney, ſo hee ispoore of men: hee can get none A 
' but onely ont'of Germans, out of Spaine, out of /rabe, or |} 
| our of Burgunare., Now therefore marke his weakeneſle. As } 
touching theGeormaines, if wee were all ynited togither , wee - 
S | would keep him either from railing vp any, or fro bringing 1" 100 
3 through any the ftalars and Spaniards, of whome he can fur. | [t 
niſl no great number, (for they are no-populous countries, 'N 
ATT as cuerie man knoweth,) Before they can cometo deale ci- '-Y 
| | ther with Frarce, the low countries, 'or Germarie, the places | it 
where wee arc, he mult leade themeirher by ſea,'or through "7 
ſuch hard waies, that if we were all of one minde,hee ſhould | 
looſe halfe of them before they were ablc to doo him anie- || iy 
ſeruice. The Spariards cannot come bur cither by ſea,or ouer * i 
the mounts Pyrenees : The /rahens oner the Alpes, or tho- | 
rough Germane : ſuch wayes, as if wee would we mightitop 8 
ow | them all. Laſt ofall , rhereis nothing more wretched than - if 
Ss | himſelfe in his owne countrie\, nothing ſo caſie to bee bea- =_ 
| nl ten, Anditis moſt ſure that hee might eafily haue beene 0. | 
| uerthrowne by Portugall, if he had beene lively [etvpon that | 
s |! way, ſince Don Antonio was driuenout of it, Thus haue you [ 
| briefly rhe ſtate which the mighrieſt of our enimies is in. 
| Which to my wr aqu res being well conſidered, ought not 
S' |. to {eeme lo mightie, as heeis etteemed. The effcQes withall 
| and example doo declareit : Seeing that in twentic yearcs, 
q | that he hath imployed ro conquere Flinders againe, the one= 
Ss || ly place where he hath employed all his power, he hath nor F 
|| profited much :-yet can it-nor be _ that hee hath one + 
| | [| there 
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there any.refitance woorthic of him: notwithſtanding it is 


cuident, that, had it nor. beene for the late Mountieurs euill . 


rule, and the Prince of Qraxges death, molit-wretched}y mur- 
AY a nanitei{t roken of this enimies weakenes,, hee was 
| almoſt driuen| to diſpaire, and, had loſt all theſe Coun- 
tries , without anie-rcmilsion , |whatioeucr hee could haue 
 doone, M1 FREE F7 | | 
| When our enimies ſhare (hall.thus be conſidered one by 
one , it {hall bee tounde accarding to, the comnion ſaying, 
That all 15 not galae th gliſtererh,, But it they bee yet nearer 
obſerued in groſle , it will {tande well with that iudgement 
\ which I giue of. them, They ſhall be all founde farre diltant 
in places, and Countries, The /greatelt and ſtrongeſt part 
4s.inSpamne, and take : yet they bee diſtant foure.hundreth 
' Leagues by lande : the other is jn| Frexce , but it1s fuch a 
ſmall thing, thatif the power of Spaine and /tahe ſhoulde not 
10yne together to. helpe it, it woulde bee ſoone \mothered 
yp. VWce thall ſee that each of theſe partakers, which: enter 
into this. generall League, doo bring, but the lealt part of 
thcir wiſhes vnto the general] intent, allthe reſt becing for 
ther owne particular, wee ſhall finde that the moſt of them 
rende in 'manner to. ore thing ;''the king of Spaine, the 
Duke of Lorraine, of Sawoy, andiof GuiJe, to the Crowne of 
France, \hercingit cannot be choſen bur that there be ſome 
gelouſies, and that the ſame thing which vniteth them, ſe- 
uereti them againe.Welſhall [ce alfo,that they haue contra- 
Tie purpoſes one to another, as|thole which I baue obſer- 
ued of the Duke of Parme, and the Duke of Saxcy. And in 
fine, wee (hall marke that of the two laſt, viz, the King of 
Spaine & the Pope,who are as it were the pillers of this league: 
the one is extreme old and fo ficke, thateuen this yeare hee 


i 
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hath given ouer all manner of bulineſle : yeaſo farre foorth, 


that manie are of opinion that age hath bereaued him of his 
ſenſes, The other, which is the Pope, can make no recko. 
ning of his power, but ſolong as hee ſhall live : and conſi- 
dering his age, heecannot liaelong, leauing perchaunce 
ſuch a ſu<ceflour as will rather buſie himſelfe to builde vp 
his owne| houſe, then ro pull downe another mans : that 
| bi rather deuiſe new praRilſes,then follow his ls 7 x 
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Thus have you by whole and piecemeale ſeene all our eni- 
mies forces. Now If againſt their generall meanes we oppoſe 
ours generally: if wee gather together thoſe of the Queene 
of England: ot the king of 1 avarre: of the king of Denmarke: - 
of the Princes of Germeme : of the ſtates of the lowe coun- 
tries and of the Cantons of Swit7crlande , what a power ſhall 
we finde ? If we vſe ours again(t them; by reaſon of the com- 
modirie we haue,to ioyne our ſelues without any let, France, 
England, Germante,both high and low, and Switzerlande , ioy-. 
ning one to an other,ſhall we not ſooner ouerthrow all their ' 
practiſes, than they can take them in hand? We I ſay whom 
our religion may knit ſurer togither then them, as beeing. 


' better than theirs : wee thathaueno other purpoſe but to 


defend ourſelues and maintaine our rightes, which ynited 
vs togither: who haue no particular intentthat might breed. 
any geloufic amonglt, vs, or beeing' contrarie might divide 
vs. There is no doubt of it; letvs then ſee the proofe. Ir 
is three ycares agone, fince the kirig of Spame cut downe all 
the Foreſtes of 7raly ro builde his Carraques : buyeth all the 
moores of «Africa, to make Galley ſlaves: turneth the 7n- 
dies vplide downe, with di ging anc ſecking to finde out all 
the Goldmines, as though he had no more to do hereafter. 
It is three yeares agone ſince he had no other ſpeech but of 
Ankers, of Cables , of ropes and layles: ſince hee threat. 
neta the Ocean, if ir. doth not yſe his ſhippes gently - ſince 
that hee chargerh the windes to fauour them, and all this 
to make vp a mightie and ſpaniſh ( thatis to ſay) proud ar- 


"mie by ſea, whoſe ſhadowe alone may cauſe not onely the 


maſts of ſhips, buralſo all the roppes of the ſteeples of Eng- 
land to {toope, For theſe three yeres ſpace he is with child of 
an armie. And to ſpeake the truth, as theſe great peeces of 
worke are not ſoone brought foorth,nor with eaſe ſo lhe be- 
{towech much time & labour to be deliuered of it; but things 
commonly are lefier at their birth then men thinke of, Then 
in the end it ſhall be borne in Brſcay , weaned at Conquer, 
and finding ir ſelfe right againit Englande , it ſhall have 
{trength and ſtature enough to receiue the order of knight. 
hood. Doth not this proue,thar in one only place, viz, Eng. 
lande we arc able to reſiſt the moſt Com of our enimies> 
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Iris three yeares fince hee threatned it, hee hath not yet fo 
much as made itatraid: Taih,when will he be able ro hurr ir? 
It is as long ſince the Duke of Gu:J/( whoin a maner plaieth 
| with the king and the realme ot France,his power being hol- 
per with money out of Spaine , with the forces of the Prince 
of Parma, aud all the Catholike|itates ) maketh watre a- 
gainlt the king of Nanmyre: in which (pace there hath beene 
erghr armies by land leuicd ro rhat purpoſe, and the nii.ch 
by ſeas, Qtnine of them. thankes be to Go4, cightare gone 
backe againe without doing any rhing; the ninth hath been 
| whe ouetthrowe1n a bactaile, Now,lit it can not be ſaid that 
this poore Prince was in the meane while alsitted eyther 
with one pennie or one man, the money. & helpes which his 
frieads had -{cat'him, being not yet come 25 tar as yato him, 
1s 1t.not a certaine proofether this people hath more facing 
than doings.Icis twenty yeares ſince that tiielow countries: 
refer vpo by the fame king of Sparte,with all the torces that 
he could make out of his countrie out of /:«{,and ail thoſe. 
that he could ger out of Grrv55y, He hath bin aiwaies tortu.. 
nate init. Aknolt ali the t3ttailes that haute bin tought there. 
he hath woang, What hath ne done; ſhey arc yet at this day 
if ſuch a Cale, as if they can once haue gond correſpondence 
ons wita an other, he is to begin of new,& in danger of loo- 
ſing his labor, his paines,& is charges that he hath laid out. 
in that country, ludge you now,it ſo it were that the: king of 
Denmark the Princes of Germany, & the Cantons of the Swit- 
Ter whict) they durit notmeddle withail,had brought their 
helpes & forces to make theſe violent dealings of the king of 
Spame in Flunders and Ergland to ceaſe, and thole of Gure in- 
Fra+ce: how long to mans judgemet, were they able to (tand 
before vs? |l leaue more to conclude hereupon, thac I ſpeake 
not of. In the mean while,z Ithough we haue mo forces then 
_ they,that we have better meanes of intelligence one with an. 
other, yer\doo they agree better one with an other then we 
do, & are ftronger than we are, Let vs returne that reproch 
vnto our negligence : and not attribute it vnto their indu- 
{trie: to our baſe minds and not to their courage. God hath 
put into our handes the meanes both toliuc at reſt & ro de- 
tad our {clues frothcir tyranny: yea & to bring them "__ 
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the yoke, if wee would ſo doo. But tomake an end of this 
ſpeech diuine like, cuen as I haue begua &, I belecue thatirt 


is the lame God, and the ſaine Lorde, who will not haue vs 
ro hold our deliuerance as troim our ſelues, neither from our 


#j 
Er | 
| 


| owne arme, but troinhim alone, | 

S. || Mee thinketh that.my minde 13 nowe much eaſed, when 

n that after I haue runſouer all Earope, whichis altogether 

q ___ almoilit troubled and aitiized with dulcntions in religion, IL 
| | returne vnto Fr-xce, which I thought onely rohaue beener 

plagued with this cull, God viliteth nor it onely, neither is 

it aloae threarned': other places: haue their part, I returne 

- then to her againe betr<r ſatiſhed tiienT was, to conclude 

| this diſcourſe which I began for her {ake, Thrs viiarde, this 

_vaile, which had bl:arcd-vp hclt the kings eies,and attrer him- 
all ch? brencam<ns, 2s atiengci pulled away , When the 
league began firft, three yearcs agone, there were men yet 
that were c1;her ſo without thame, or without ſenſe, as that 

. they excuſed chis rebeiling, tlicy ihadowed it with a zealc of 
religion, with a care, lcalt thar atter a good catholike king, 
there ihould (ucceede him a Huguoner. This ſerued the trai- 
tors pretence that were about the Prince , whom they knew 
ſo dedicated and paisionate towards his owne religion,that 
euen with this wordethey {topped his mouth,they tooke a- 
way from kim all manner of replying together with all the 

| | meanes that he might vic totudge what he had to do abour: 

this-matter, But nowe, I do not rhinke that there is any bo. 

8 | d:c in all the realme,nay not the vertelt /eſaite,that could ex- 

S || caſe the Duke of Guizes attempt at Parts, againlt his owne 

| king. Whata manerof one it was, I deſire no other diſcourſe 
| then his owne, the very ſame which he hath publiſhed, Now 
| | if one ſhould aske what,in my minde willenlue vypon it? hee 
E144 ſhould trouble me {hrewdly. Ihaue ſaide elſewhere, that no- 

_ thing is more dangerous for a king, then the empairing of 
his Maieſtie : that there 1s nothing which diminiſheth ic 
more, then if hee thefve,, that hee feareth ſome bodie in his 

| realme : it is a kinde of feare,to ſafter preſumpteouſnes,and 

7 | not punilh it : Yet when it |1s but a common preſumption 

| which concerneth particular ones, the cloke of gentle cle- 

mencie ſometimes doth excuſe timorouſneile ; butif it bee: 
=o Rd + - towards 
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cowards the Prince himſelf, if it doth violate the holy reſpe& 
which men owe to the ſacred perſon of the king: whoſocuer 
- {uffreth them, is no longer king. Ifthis vnexculable treche- 
ric bz pardoned, it the king lecteth it lippe vnder filence, ir 
may be well ſaid, Sceleris furerm putas ? grades eſt, And there 1s 
no doubt but that within theſe two yeares there will be ſuch 
bold and willanous actions committed, as that this ſhall bee 


counted but for alight tricke of yourh.I am of the reformed- 


religion, thankes be to God, who hath youciiſated ro make 
RoFoct an one : me, I ſay, who through the forgettulneſle 
of his greatbenctices, had made my ſelte alrogether.ynwor- 
thie of this latter one, which is not to be compared with any 
other: neuertheleſle,it ſo it were that the king ſhould thinke 
that the king of Nauarre and wee with him had attempted 
ſuch treacherous anddeteltable pradtiſes againlt his life, and 
eltate, that with good conſcience hee might not pardon vs. 
God torbid, that vnder pretence of this quarrel] I ſhoulde 
counſel! him ro call vs to him, to forget our oftences,and to 
 vieour helpe co bring him outof thoſe troubles, whereinto 
hee is pur daylie by his owne folkes. But notas a French- 
man, not asa Chriſtia,but as a man, I'dare wel counſel him, 
What, counſaile him? nay prophecie, that if this argument 


of the wrath of God againſt him , doth nor itirre him vp to 


with his owne good, and with his owne good, the quietnefſe 
of this realme : the way of peace: the meancs to become a 
king : to take away all part takings'out of his realme,except 
his owne | ard as the Scepter belongeth to none but him- 
{elte, not to {utter it to bee broken in peeces, and euerie one 
moſt vnwoorthilie ro carrie away a morſell of it, himſe!fe 
being the hrit, and molt rrue cauſe of his miſchiefe, let him 
bee allured , that in {teede of raking itaway from him, God 
will encreaſe it double folde vnto him. T will not only ſpeake 
oft thoſe of the league. I doo yet ipeake of our ſelues, Thar 
which others do through wickednes, we do it by neceſlitie : 
yet notwirhitading al is alike to himn regard of his crown: 
K15 as well ipoyled,and pulled a ſunder by the one as by the 
other : his peopleas much troden downe by vs as by the 
| kague,Andq wereitnot that we defend our ſelues, wher they 
{t vppan vs : that where wee are purſued, they purſue: 1196 
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where wee ſubmit alwaies our ſclues vnto him , the others 
would fubmirt him vnto them : it might be well faid,that the 
har.me which we doo pertorce vnto his reaime,ls as great as 
that which they doo tor their pleaſure, and to ſatishe their 
ambition, For this euill, alas, there is but one remedie : ler 
him onely take vpon him to remedic it, hee may be a peace. 
able and ablolure king, obeyed, ieared, beloued, dreadtull, | 
it he liſt. But what do we with that God thould put the power $ 
into his handes, except firlt hee hath the will in his heart ? 
Mightie Prince, why dooit thou not beleeue thy ſclfe ? thou 
hait not ſo faithfull a counlailour, I haue heardethee heere- 
tofore blame the king of Portvgals fault, who aduentured all 
his ſtate vppon one battalle : as 1udging wiſcly, that there is 
nothing more miſerable then a dulhcrited Prince, Oh! 
where haſt thou Jaide vp thy wiſedome? thou ventureit thy 
{elfe vppon leſle a hundreth times then a battaile, Wio hath 
þin able to perſwade thee, that thele men who haue no other 
| deſire then thy death, no other {cope then thy crowne, will 
q lay downe their weapons which they haue vowed againſt 

| thee onely, when they lee thee bitterly bent,and verie cruel 

| again{tthoſeof thereligion? No no, thou mult giue ouer 
; thy crowne, elſe thou ſhalt neuer haue peace with them: and 
$ I belecue if thou couldelt giue it ouer without danger of thy 
; life withall, thou haſt enough abour thee that haue tuch bra- 
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_ morrow.But is not th 


ſen faces, as to counlell thee thereto, They haue driuzn thee 1 


out of Paris which neuer the Englithmen,the Spaniards,nor 


the Germaines did th 


y great grandfathers z yet by thy let» 


ters patents thou ſheweli ynto thy peoplezthatin itead of rc- 


uengingthy ſelfe of i 
vntil they hauc p ardd 
ro God tor this recon 
dagerto lift vp any m 


,1t {cemerth thou thinkeſt it veric long, 
ned thee.Thou commadeſt the to pray 
cilement:tnere is then belike no other 
ans hand againit his king.Belecue the, 


that he that durſt to day make thee flie,wil dare to kil thee to 


thy ſelfe, when thou! 


15, oh mightie king,an aduenturing of 
etreſt thy ſubic&s perceiue that it is ſo 


caſie a matter to attCyr againſt rheezwhe in ſtead of reueging 


thy ſelfe, thou praieſt 


that thoſe may be pacied, whom thou 


oughteſt to haue puniſhed? ho could ſomilchicuouſly per. 


{wade thee that the remedy of thy milchict was the cigul war? 


that: 
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| thatby that.courſe thou ſhouldeſt recouer thine authoritie 
_ ouer thy ſubie&s. Alas / how art thou deceiued? There is no. 
. thing more dangerous in a building then fire : in a bodie, 
then a continuall feuer ; and ina ſtate, thena ciuill warre, It 
_ thou wilt remedie theſe ewls,quench the fire which burneth 
thy houle : aſſwage the continuall feuer of the bodie of thy 
eltate, giue it peace, For that is the onely meane to pre- 
ſerueghy realme, Thou ſaiſt that if thou ſhouldeſt bur pro. 
nounce this wordeof peaceto them of the religion , thou 
| ſhouldeſt have preſently vppon it all the catholike armies of 
Chriſtendome againſt thee, which wil ſpoile thee of thy ltate, 


Yea it thou pronouncelt it as hee that larelie fled away from _ 


Peris,bcfore the duke of Guize.| But pronounce it as hethat 
wanne the batrailes of /arnac and eHoncontorr , who alone 
.  wert more dreadfull then all therett of thine armie : vtter it 
_ | onely after that ſort, that thoh ſhalt finde all men to tremble, 
If vpon this good and holie reſolution, thou wilt arme thy 
elfe, England,Germanie,& Switzerland will couer all thy plaines 
with horſe and armed men, for thy ſeruice. They will ſend 
thee ſufficient forces to beare Spaine and 7tale, yea and thy 
France, if it were ioyned with them, Thinke thou thar this 
will be firſt the benefit of thy realme,, and it will be caſie af- 
terward ſo to perſwade thy people, when thy ſelfe ſhalt be- 
_ lieve it] Andthy people, if thou bee willing of it, they 
will account all ſuch as ſhall wiſh the contraric to bee their 
enimies and thine, But thou feareſt the league :' Who then 
ſhall bee bolde for thee : whence ſhall wee take courage bur 
from thine. Grant a reaſonable peace and quietneſſe vnto 
thy (ubteRes , begin with thine owne firſt : with the catho- 
likes, make them to bee content with reaſon , and feare nor 
then but/the reſt wil de brought to it : they are too weake to 
_ Nandagainitthee in aneuill cauſe, Such a one will theirs be 
| Ifthey refuſe an indifferent peace;: but they will not doo fo: 


they neuerdid it, It is too common a prouerbe in thy court. 


Ler them be pleaſed With a ſermon. Thou art yet afraide : good 
Lord of whom? of the king of Spare? Shew him the pictures 
of thy father, and thy grandfather, and he will tremble even 
_ tothe fartheſt of Caſtzle, Of the Pope ? Haſt thou not yer a- 
bout thee {ome heires of (harles of Bourbon? theſe are but 

| i WES vi E-7--1 | tO1ES. 


| 
| 


- 


| 49 A 
toies. How c2n it bee poſsible , thatthon who haſt ſcene ſo 
much, who haſt hand!ed ſo many matters, who halt io great 
experience, canſt haue this apprehenſion engraued io deepe 
within thee, and vppon ſo ſmall an occafion ? Belecue theſe 
two principles : the one, that thy enimies haue their belt 
friende of thee : the other, thar it it were not for that blacke 
cloud which thou {eeſt about Rochel/,which they feare more 
than thee, they would haue buried thee long agone ; bur yer 
adde this third alſo, and belecue it, that whenſocuer thou 


ſhalt earnelily wiſh the good and relt of thine eitate, it (hall 
| lie in thy power to be matter, to bring as well the one as the 
_ other fo tarre vnder, in reſpect oft thy obedience, and thy 


place, that they ſhall not be able to turne an Egge , without 
thy leaue, They perſwade thee , that the (trongett ſlides the 
catholikes, and that thou muſt needs ground thy ſelte verie 
deepe therein, and become chiecfe ot it, to take away this ti- 
tle from the Duke of Guize,They perfwade thee,but they de- 
cclue thee, The parties ought not torecciue thee, neither 
thou to goynto them, 7 hey ought to come to thee, & thou 
to recciue them. To be a king is thy part:thou halt no need 
of any other : letalltherelt yeeld vnto. this. What meaneth 
this z that a king of France ſhoulde enter into gelouſic with a 
Puke of G«:Je,that he ſhould be put in danger of looling his 
credit by his meanes, Doeſt thou not know that this gclou= 
fie maketh thee equal? and preſently being equal,inferiour? 
well may there be {teps to clime yp to a crowne, but there 18 
none to come downe :; it is a downe tight fal. If a king come 
neuero little downeward,he faileth down right, They coun- 
{:11 rhee to feigne thy lelfe ſore angred againl: vs: atter thou 
haſt teigned a while,thou becommelt ſo in carnelt. They yet 
deceine thee more , and were it not for thy afteEtion to thy 


religion,thou mighteſt indge cafily of it, Aflure thy {cite that 


this D. which becommeth {o mighrie in thy realme, keepeth 
to nootherend the belt part of that which he hath with him, 
but onely becauſe itis to thy ſelfe that he hath a meaning to. 
Dooſt thou thinke that thoſe which {crue him hane no other 
{cope then the deſtrution of the Huguoners? Nogno, What is 
there to be gotten againſt them? If | had giuen my ſelfe ouer 
to follow him, for my part I would thinke to haue done 1t,in 

| | G& reſpect 
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reſpe& of his hope to be king one day. For that he ſhould be 
thought well of: 1u reſpe&t of his zeale rowards his catholike 
religion, in putting manie Huguoners to dearh, it will (erue 
to| raiſe vp all-the porters of 4: , and make them cri; 
Hue ampnelt the Fiuguonets , Thole whichare ſutficient to 
helpe him to turne vp a reaine , haue o;her:conliderations 
then that, Now theſe contderations arenot put out of their 
heads,by thy fierce countenance againſt thole of their rel:igi- 
on, and thy quaking lookes towards the league. This is con» 
tcariwiic, the way to cncreaſe them, their helpes, their ſcr- 
uants,and their authoritie,\Vhen|men lce,thar thou ihewelt, 
thatthouart thy ſclte afraide of|'them : who then ſhall not 
tcare them? What emboldeneth men, but impunitic? Of na« 
ture wee loue to be at libertie, There was ncucr any reaime 
but taat it d14l {triae to becomeitiit were polstbleza popular 
eſtate , There is nothing thata prince ounh? to keepe more 
. precioully then his refpcR&, his maieliic,and bis feare: which 
bÞe ng once loſt, can never bee recouered, butonely by ſuch 
things as breed teare, that is to ſay,by violence and cruelric, 
Mightie king , thou ſhalt accept this ſpeech as it ſhall pleaſe 
this : it bclongeth not to mee to limit thy purpoſes, Bur it 
thoureadelt it wich as i7:kich paisibn for thine owne good,as 
I write it, thou flat thinkey 1f any too violent a word dooth 
eicape m9, yea 2g4inkt thee, that 1t is the veric indignation 
and hart burning that forceth mee vntoir, when I ſee the 
wrong and iniuries thathare Conevnto thee: to the which ir 
ſeemeth alter a manne.:,thou doolt conſent by thy patience, 
Do not thinke thar I d:d meane to accuſe the courage which 
is in thy ſelfe : all Europe woulde gine me the lie ; and if thou 
wouldeſt hane any witnedles of it, thou {houldeſt neede none 
but our ſelues (whome thou hall beaten fo often) ro ſpeake 
of it. Verelic be!ecue, thatthe griefe which I conceiue to 
 ſeetthee ſuffer through euill counſaile, thoſe bolde partes 
which areonelic attempted vppon confidence that thou wile 
(utter them , doo wreſt this both out of my heart and m 
penne, I knowe that all thoſe which are about theeghaue hi- 
therto betraied thee: that that which thou haſt done againſt 
thy ſelfe, thou halt done it by taking that counſell, where by 
contrariwile other princes do molt commonly erre, that is 
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by beleeuing of counſaile . Twas preſent when ic was tolde 
thee, ihatall thy townes , all thy people, all thy prouinces 
were alreadie tae Gake of Guzzes, all thy men were his, T hey 
told rhee it, but none other then-themlelues that tolde thee 
it, were belonging ynto him : and they did tell thee it to no 
other end, bur onely to ſell thee , and betray thee vnto him, 
Theſtrongelt armies of the league which are againitjthee, 
Þaue bceene in thy court,in thy coun{ell, in thy priuſe cham- 
ber, So that1t was verie hard bur that thou ſhouliel(t be hin- 
dered by lo many thipges contrarie to thy good purpoies. 
Bur ſeeing that God inthis laſt danger where into hee had 
brought thee, hath take away al excute,8: occalion ot doubt, 
let this ar the lealt giue thee a mind to loue rhincowne ſelfe 
mere the thou halt done: to will earneſtly tny own good, thy 
reſt, thy highneſle: and when thou fhalt wiſh it,thou ſhalt by 
conſequent, with thy realmes withall, | 
I wilend in thee, thou fircbrand of the war,which haſt tur- 
ned to the deſtruction of thy king and countrie, thoſe great 
graces which(,od had giue thee, forto haue bin able to haue 
done worthie ſeruice as well to the one, as the other, Dooſt 
thou not thinke to bee puniſhed one day for the parricide 
which thou comitteſt 2gain{t thine own mother,for ſo many 
euils thatthou artcauſe of,or which thou dolt thy ſelf ro her, 
who hath done thee ſo much good ? fo many cuils I ſay, the 
which thou mighteſt haue remedied. either by Qefiring leſle, 
or by deſiring more wiſcly,or at lealt,by bringing in thy de- 
ſires arlength into ſome copalle? Nay,nay: thou needeitno 
other puniſhment te thine own practiſes, T hey are thy tor- 
ment, Poore ſ{oule,thou art almolt torty yeres old, & yet da- 
reſt thou not take ypothee the name ofa king:whe wilt thou 
bring it to paſſezThinkeſt thou to make ealily an end of thoſe. 
which can barre thee from thy vaine hope? For theſe thirtie 
yearts, men hauelo{t their labor in making war againit the, 
I wil abate thee ten vpon the bargaine,thou haſt yer twentte _ 
left, What a king art thou like to be at thoſe yeres end, being 
60,yeare$01d? T hou halt bin heard (cotfing at the cardinall 
of Bexrbon, whom thou hadſt perſwaded to naue been one at 
that age:ſcarce wilt thou come ſooner to it,& yet mult many 
things come wellto paſle for thee. T hou wilt oucrthrow tne 
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King of N anarre (a vaine labour,I am ſure both for thee and 
thy children ) dreame rather to laue thy (elfe from him : lus 
clawes are greater than thine: but I grant it, thou tha!t over- 
throw him: andit were ſo, how wilt thou do toia1vne? If ; 
after his querthrow France lyerth open to the ſpoyle, as it can A 
hardly chooſe: art thou {trong:r then the king of Spaine? _ | | 
halt thou more right than he hath? Morethan the Duke of 
+ax0y, whois ſonne vnto a Yaughtenof France, and nearer of 
blqgud r!1an thou, &1s married alſo ynto a daughters daugh- 
_ cr of #7ance? Morc than the Duke of Lorraines ſonne thine 
_ elder, the fonne hkewiſe of a daughter of France , and the | 
kings Nephcw. If contrariwiſe the i a be kept whole and | 


| 
K 
| 
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ſound, hawe wilt thou lawfullic take away the rigltfrom 
| the Cathalike Princes of the bloud which thalbe remainiag, 
who are yetin numvercnough , and young _— toliue 
as long as thoa,, except thou ſhortnelt their hues ? More- 
uh before all this commeth to paſſe, who can perſwade 
thee, thatthe king who reigneth now , will not keepe rhee 
from reigning ? thou can(t not fo long as hee (hall live : thy 
firlt blowes mult beginne with him (that canſtthou do well 
enough ) thou muſt make himawaie : for he hindreth-thee 
tenne tr}: ouſand times more than the king: of NN anarre : and 
except this bzethy firſt intent, thou hait no judgement in 
thy praRiſes . For thou can{t not poſtibly , whileſt he is a- 
line, beea king, neither continue long ſo, in taking the 
courſe that thou dooeſt: but thou purpoſelt to reigne, 
What then poore wretch, 4s p this bee it that driueth 
thee on ? except ſome great an ge arabition dooth 
pufte vp thy minde, ſuch a one as ſometimes poſleſſed cither 
 eMyrins, 1/a, or Ceſar, thou ſhouldeſt be accurſed enough 
heereafter, for having wrought ſo much miſchicte in the 
wordde tonoende, Ambition is the plague of humaine ſo- 
cietie : notwithſtanding , it hath alwayes moſt gloriouſlic 
ſet foorth by manie and woorthie deedes all ſuch as hane 
| beene poſle!ed with all. Let vs blame ambitious men, yet 
doo wee admire them. If thou canſt beare ſo woorthie a 
minde, as| to looke for a kingdome, there wiil bee found 
heereafter ſome bodice that will ſaie,, that thou wert woor- 
$hic to haue beene borne a king , fith thou _— yo- | 
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dertake to haue beene one. Such miſchiques and calami- 
ties as thou mult needes brezde,to bring it ta paſle,thall not 
be paraduenture imputed vnto tlice; but it-thall be [aid,that 
tortune would by theſe tneanes make thy comming notori- 
ous, that thou wert to0 great to come foorth by an ordina- 
ris gate, and thatthou mult needes hauc ruines to receiue 
tie and make thee roome . 2 ec aliam hatin fata IN eroni ine 
#erere viam. Thou fhalt alfo be tound fault withall: but many 
that ſha'l tinde fault with thee will wiſh to be like vnto thee; 
otherwile thou wretch,it ypoa villainous mind thou haſt no 
other end of the euill which thou doeſt, thenro hinder the 
benefite and quietnefle ot all the world, what will our poſte- 
ritie {ay of thee 2 who amongelt them: will not call thee the 
ſcourge of our age ? But ſeeing thou canſt not be king, thou 
hali no minde to be it : ir 1s enough for- thee to trouble and 
diuide oureſtate,to the end thou mailt keepe che better part 
tor thy ſelfe. Thou ſhewelt thy (elte yet more wretched, Had 
not God enducd thee with ſufficient yertue for ro deſerue 
an honorable portion at their handes, to whom all by right 
doth belong, who would haue beene alwaies ſo glad to haue 
thee about them as their kinſman,as thou art; and in ſteede 
of a good and profitable ſeruant as thou mightelt haue bin? 
Hadlt thou not rather haue beene beaolding to thy Prince 
for thy good, in beltowing thy-ſeruice vppon thy countrie, 
then to a forraine Prince in ouerthrowing it quite. Marke 
- what thou doeſt : thy father, and thy grandfather haue al- 
| lotted vnto the king| of Spaine , his partin Jtaly : and thou 
wouldeſt allot him it in France: Sic ne patriſſas? Yet is not this 
all? VWhat then? The onely zeale vnto the catholike religion 
dotii kindle thy heart ? Þhouſatelt it (I belceue ) in the face 
of the world, notin thy Cloſet: nay Iam afraid,except thou 
vſeit (hortly,other maner of termes, leaſt thou repenteſt ro 
haue driuen thy king out of Parss. He is not an heretike,no: 
but heis a king. Whoſoeuer ſhall beit, either in deede , or 
poſsibilitic, he is thine enimie , Thou wilt make it knowen 
atlength , that it is onely for that that thou medleſt with 
the king of Nawarre, and that thou art more gelous ouer his 
{sibilitie then his conſcience : I belecue 1t well. Andiif (0 
þeir were that he would ſuffer thee to be king, thou wouldit 
| | G: 3 | ealfy 
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eaſily grant him to be 4 Hugnonet. It is thy zeale vito reli- 


| gion : poog Lorde! What, to encreaſe it > There are yet ſo 


anie Turkes and Sarraſins alins which kecpe from thee 
thy kingdome of. /er»ſalem, belonging by inheriranceto thy 
_ : why doe't thou not rather bende thy pra Xiſes that 
ay, then ypon the realme of France? To detende it? Tuth, 


i 


who dealeth with it ? who durſt ſay any thing againſt the 


Catholikes? My opinion then is, thatthou thouldeſt per- 
{wade vs that thewolues ought to take heede lealt the 4 
e 


_ mighr ſurpriſe them, that Lions were beſt to miſtrult 


| BE reiigion in France, there are a hundred Catholikes. If 
'T 


the king of N azarre ſhould take that courte, as to perſecure 
them auring the kings lite,he ſhould be euill handled : it at- 
ter he ſhould be worle receiued. Nay , alledge not theſe ex- 


: 


cuſes : men laugh at themHay onely that thou wouldeſ(t 


[l 


reigne, thou wouldeſt be king - itis the trueſt and the belt 


' 


colour of thy Enſigne, 


; > 


| I will conclude at length, and'in two or three wordes 
aunſwere thoſe Letters which thou haſt ſpred abroad. 

Thou publiflieſt firſt-that thou' wert the onelic man that 
diddelit ſer forwarde the voyage of Guyenie , (./d eſt , againſt 
the king of Navarre) to the which thou hait ſuch a minde, 
But what neede(t thou to {lirre vp an other ? Why gocſt not 
thou thy ſclte 2 Secke out there either a vicorie or an hono- 
rable death, as the Dake of Ioy:#/e did, Make offer vnto the 
kingto go in thine owne perſon.| Hee will rake thee at thy 


- wootde: carric thither all thy friendes, all thy forces, he will 
encreaſe them with his oyne. Carrie thither the fire of war, 


ſecing it is there that thou ſhouldelt finde thine enimies,and 
thouthalt finde then in deede .. Why doeſt thou kindle itin 
Pycardie ? is there any herctikes alſo there? I would to God 
that Calls and Bulle were as well minded towardes the 
king of IX aarre, as thou chargelt them to be: thou ſhoul- 
deſtbdee kept well enough from quarrelling at Paris, Thou 
ſhouldeft haue leaſure enough to enclole thy ſelfe within 


| Challons, and thinke vpon nothing clſe but thine owne de- 


ihould leaue ip thy handes the proteQion of Frarce, and 


fence, This is the matter, Thou wouldeſt that the king 


that 


Deere. Thou faielt che verye ſame, Where there is one of | 
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that h:eſhou!d goe and make warre.in thy quarrel] jn Gu 
enne, tht hace thoulde overthrowe: thine enimic the king 
of 77 anarre, that hee thoulde give order ynto thy affaires, 


to the ende, that whilelt hee ſhoulde there buſie himlelfe a- 
bour the boating of {Gme fconce , thou mightelt hecre take 
ſoin: goo: rowne troin him £ and vppon condition , that 
whealoeuzr ace would retarne, he ſhould giue thee roome, 
as 0!renas it (hculde pleale thee. I grant thee it : itiis u ell 
and wilcly conſidered ot thee: butyetis hee wiler than thou 
art, inthat hee will not deo fo, Thou faiclt that the Duke of 
Eſperron tauoureth the Heretikes : all choſc that barre thee 
from becing king are Heetikes, according vnto thy 'rec- 
koning : or at lcait, they fauour them, There will be then 
enough inthe worlde, it God will. Thinke this to bee 
molt ſure , that it that man woulde haue had but the leaſt 
intelligence of the worlde with the King of IV awarre, if hee 
had put into his hands cuenthe lzaſt of thoſe townes which 
hee had in his power, or holpen him neuer {o little with 
that commoditie of money that hee might hane hadde, 
there had not beene/roome enough in Fraxceto hauc hid- 
den thee: thou ſhouldelt haue beene vndoone alreadie, 
I ſaie quite vndoone, Giue him thankes for thy preſerua. 
' tion , which his fidelirie hath purchaſed thee, to his owne 
colt and his maſters ,| He1s come, faielt thou, to ſeeke quar- 
relles in Pycardie, and in N,ormandie, What part haſt thou in 
theſe two Prouinces + Cfrhe one, my late lorde the Prince 
of (onde was gouernour : in his abſence , there were Licu- 
tenants trom the king :.of the other, the Nuke of /oyeu/e was 
the ike, Neither thou , nor any of thy kindred haue anic 
rignt ynto'it, | | F h0h | 
But ſott, I muſt needes excuſe thee ;; thou wouldeſt 
reigne : all is lawfull for thee , Thou dooeſt complaine 
moreover, that.there haue bcene ſlanders ſpredde abroade 
againſt thee, and thine honour, the which (thankes beeto 
Gcd) thou halt blotted out by this latter face of. thine, 
Thou art a maruel}ous Oratour ; ſurely it is true, thou halt 
well cleared thy felfe, Thou wert accufed to haue ſtirred 
' vp the people of certaine townes ofthis Realme, againſt 
fuch goucrnoursas the king would haue appointed, T = 


|. | 56 
haſt taken this Nander away, in raiſing yp them of Paris a- 

gainſt the king himſclfe. Thou wert blamed ro haue ſeiſed 

ypon his money at Challons , at Rheymes , at Soyfſons, and eue- 

ric wherethat thou ſerſt thy foote. Thou halt purged thy ſelf 

- intaking| that of his owne ſtore in his chiete towne, Thou 

wert ſuſpected to haue certaine enterpriſes againit the itate, 

= ro aſpire vnto the crowne , & that to that purpoſe thou 

hawit alreadic feiſed on ſome good townes, which either 

thou or thy parents did hold, to the which the king woulde 

not haue obcyed, Thou haſt put, away this falſe report by 
thy-perſonall comming to.make thy telfe malter of Pars, 

_ and driuing out of the king, after thou hadit forced, killed, 

and vnarmed his guard , and cauſed the common people to 

riſe in armes againſt him.So that after this ſort thou gallant- 

ly wipeſt away atheft with a ſacrilege;a murder with a parri- | 
cide : a ſfinne with a crime, Thy ſybtletic is roo groſle. Thou 6 
triuymphelt, that thou durſt come with eight Gentlemen in- | 
to Paris,a token of thy pure innocency, Theſe be great news. 
Bc thou in Rechell with all thy new court, all thy traine, and 
all thy guard : the king of [@varre will come in with toure 
men, andif going away thou doeſt not flie, hee will trouble 
thee. This is cafie to be ſaid in Britaine; but thoſe that know 
that all the kinges councell ſtand for thee, that his mother 
tauoureth'thee, that all the pickquarrels, all the porters of 
Paris, and all the common people are at thy becke:they will 
ſay that thy Gmplicitie was verie craftic , thy innocencic 
much ſul peted. How wilt thou haue ys to belecne that thou 
haſt truſted fa gently, vnto the king, ſeeing thar after the 
League was made, when you made your worthic agree- 
ment at S, e-WHor, thou wouldeſt never come to him before 
that thou wert as ſtrong as hee, ſeeing that whileſt hee hath 
beene 1n his armie againſt the Reyters, thou neuer haſt ſer 
thy foote towards him , ſauing once when thou diddeſt ſur- 
priſe him, and that bur a quartcr of an houre, Nay, belecue 
mee: itisthy occupation to worke ſ{nch feares, bur not to | 
rep them : thou canſt better doo the one then the other. | 


It is|plaine enough, ſceing thou vauntelt thy ſelfe, that thou 
mightelt hane retained thy king, agunſt his will, Ab, what 
_ fGaicſtthon, thou ſtranger ? reraine a king of France ? It is all 


+ 0 I——_— 6 
ff { _—_— » 
p SW 


| that 


| 


wa Lin 


$7 


that Europe being confederated were able to doo-: it is the 
enterpriſe of an Empcrour, yet a veric dangcrous one, If 
thy Grandfather had thought,that thou wouldelt euer haue 
pronounced theſe words, he would haue ſmothered vpthy 
facher,to ler thee from comming into the world: in a peace- 
able eſtate, in a quiet realme, that worde onely would haue | 
on wag thy head, Thatis likewiſe the reaſon why thou trou- / 
eltit, | | 
As forthe reſt of thy publike letter, all the wordes of it ' 
are too plaine, too well ſet: downe to be found fault withall, 
Whileſt thou makelſt a diſcourſe of thy valour , they thewe 
whats thine intent better than any man can do.l will onely 
note the end of it, where thou ſaicit, that thou haſt ſciſed 
on the Baſt:ile , the Arſenall, and other publike places, the 
kinges Coffers and Exchequor, to ſurrender all againe into 
his Maieſties handes well pacified, as thou hopeit to bring 
to paſſe by the _ interceision, and other the Princes of 
Chriitendome : it not, with the ſame helpes thou wilt tric 


_ toreskue the Catholikes out from the perſecution of thoſe 


that are about him,and fauour the heretikes. Whata braue 
dilemma is this, I belecue, thou meaneſt not by pacified, 

eaccable or appeaſed, but in ſuch ſtate as that he be not a- 
ble to make warre againſt thee : which thou hopelt to pro=- 
cure by the forces and helpes of Spare, and /rabe: thatis the 
interceſsion which thou meaneſt, Andin fine, thou meane 
and ſimple ſubie& denounceſt war againſt thy king, Others 


_ endureit,thou beginneſt it. {f the late Emperor had but ſaid 


ſo much to his father, all Chriſtendome woulde haue beene 
vp ia armes, both of one ſide, and other, vpon this worde, 
It (0d alfo ſtirre vp his heart, I hope it will be thy lalt, 


A declaration of the Kinges pleaſure, publiſhed after his 
departure from Paris : importing the cauſe of his 


ſudden and forced going away. 


"Rom and welbeloued , Beeing in our towne of Parr, 
L where we bent our onelie cogitations to no other thing 
-- but the appcaling of all ſortes of iclcuſics and diſtur- 
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bances inPye.crdr: & elſe where, which hindered our journey p- 
into our countric of Portton, there to proſecute the wars ene» 1 
terpriſed agaialt the Huguoners, according a5 we had refolued; 'F 
our coſen the Duke of GuJe,vnwares to vs, didthere artiue 
fo 9.of this moneth, His comming after that ſort ſo encrea- 


ſed the ſaide gelouſlies & diſtruſtes, that we were much rrou- 
bled therwith: the rather for that before we had from diners 
places becne aduertited,that he ſhould come in ſuch maner: 
alſo,that he was looked for, by ſundry the inhabitants of tie 
fame toune,who were {uſpeted ro be the authors ofthe ſaid 
diftruſtes.be ſides that our ſelfe had before for the ſame cauſe F 
piuen him to vnderitand, that wee were nothing deſitous of Y; 
His comming before we had appeaſed the aforeiaid troubles 
_ of Picardy,& quite take away the canſes of the fame, Confide- 
ring neuertheleſle, that he came accompanied only with 14, 
of 15. horſes, we were content to {ce him, and that the rather 
to the end ro endeuour fo to deale with him, that all occaſt- 
ons of gelouſic and diftruſt might be extinguiſhed: wherein 
ſeeing howe ſmallie wee profired,as alſo that our {aid towne 
rewe daily more and more repleniſhed with gentlemen and 
rangers, retainers to the ſaid Dukes traine: alſo thatſuch 
fearches,as we cauſed the magiſtrates and officers thereof to 
make,were throngh the feare wherinto they were driue,per- 
formed to halfes : likewiſe, that the hearts and affeRions of 
fundry the inhabitants were daily prouoked, and more and 
more alienated : rogither with the ordinarie aduertiſements 
whereby we were from time totime enformed of ſome great 
troubles to fall out inthe ſame towne, wee determined to 
cauſe the {aide ([earches to bee more exactly performed tho- 
roughout al the quarters therof than the former: to the end 
therby to diſcouer & tral; find out the ſtare of the ſame: allo 
ro auoid luch ſtrangers as thold be found not to be aduowed 
a9they ought. For the performance whereof we thought ir 
od to ſtrengthen certainethe bodics of the gardes of the 
inhabitants & burgeſcy of theſame towne whom we had ap- 
pointed to be planted in 4.0r 5.corners thereof, with the co- 
po of ZuuFers, and ſuch as were of the regiments of our 
guard:who betore were lodged in the ſuburbs:alfo to com- 
mand diuers the lords of the councel & k 
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of the holy ghoft , to march along the ſtreetes and quarters 


therot accopanied with the quarter maſters & others the of- 
ficers of the {aide towne, ſuch as haue beene yſually accuſto- 
med to make the (aide {carches to the end by their counte- 
nance to authorize & aſtift them inthe {ame, as hath ſundric 
times bin practiſed. Whereofalſo we gaue notice to the ſaid 
Duke,& all the inhabitants of the ſaid towne, leaſt any there 
of ſhould rake allarome, or any whit doubt of our intentin 
this point : which order at the beginning the Burgeſes and 
dwellers ſeemed to take quietly and in good part : howbcir 
within awhile after matters grewe ſo hot , & that the rather 
throughthe induction of diucrs who wandring vp & down 
enformed the ſaid inhabitants rhat we had nor broughtin 
the ſaid forces for any other end, but only to eſtabliſh forrein 
garriſons within the towne atorelaid,yea,and to deale worſe 
then {o:wherby in ſhort ſpace they had ſo animated & ſtirred 
them vp,thatit we had notexpreſlely forbidden the leaders 
of our troopes fro attempting any thing agatnſt the ſaid in-= 
habitants, & withall commanded them rather to beare and 
indure all extremities then to offer any violence, we doo vn- 
doubtedly belecuc thatit had bin vnpoſsible to eſchew the 
generall ſacke of the towne,& much bloudſhed, This when 
we percciued, we determined toceaſe the execution of the 
ſearches aforeſaid , alſo to cauſe our forces toretire,who we 
had not brought in, but vpon that only occaſion : as alſo it 


was no other like, but that if we had met otherwiſe we wold 


haue attEpted, yea, & peraduenture put in execution what- 
ſocuer our purpoſes, before the riſing of the ſaid inhabitants 
either that they had drawen their chaines or ereced their 
defences in the itreeres, which immediatly after noone they 
wentin hand withal,and in a manct in one inltantthrough- 
out all the ſtreetes of Pars, being thereto induced and per- 
. {waded by ſundry gentlemen, Captaines, & other {trangers 
ſent in by the ſaid duke of G#ize,who to the ſame end, in ve- 
ric ſhort ſpace appeared, divided andaranged throughout 
eucric quarter of the towne.Hereupon cauſing the ſaid Swite 
zers and french companies, to returne, the {aid inhabirants 
ro our great griefe diſcharged diverſe Harquebuze ſhorte, 
2nd dealt ſome blowes which light chictelic vpon the ſayde 
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peers, whom the ſame evening wecommandel to retire 
&lodge about our Caſtle of the Lounre, there to expett the 
- event of this commotion of the ſaid towneſmen: tor the ap- 
aſing wherof,we did al that poſsibly we could, yea fo farre 
forth, 2s the next day to procure all the ſaid copanics,except 
ſuch as before their coming in,we had placed in gard before 
our (aid caſtle,to depart the town,as being enformed that in 
ſo doing , we might greatly cotent & pacitie the ſaid tnhabi- 
rants : as alſo we cauſed toltay ſome remainder of the copa- 
nies of foot men of theregiment of P:caray, albeit they were 
1 7.0r 8. leagues off, togither with diuers lords and gentleme 
ur ſeruants that drew ynto vs: as conſidering that the ſame 
had bred ſome ſhadoweto this people, alſo that they tooke 
po) dof this pretence, whereby the more toprouoke and ſtir 
the vp. Althis notwithſtanding, in lieu of finding our wiſhed 
efte&rto their owne benefit & our contentation, they neuer- 
theleſle ſtill proceeded inraifing their bulwarkes,{trengthe- 
ning their gard night & day, & approching the ſame toward 
our laid Cattle of the Lowwre, cueto the very ſentinels of our 
ordinaric guard.as alſo they ſeiled vpo the townhoule of the 
ſame towne,togither with the keyes of S, ou anies gate & O-- 
ther the gates therof; fo that by the 1 z.of this moneth,mat- 
rers were run ſo far, that it ſeemed ynpoſſtble by mis power 
to ſtopthe effect of greater violence & commotion, cuen be. 
fore our ſaid caltle gates, This when we perceiued,and being- 
neuertheles vnwilling to employ our ſaid forces apainſt the 
ſaid inhabitants, as hauing euermore held the preſeruation 
af the ſaid towne with theinhabirats therof , as deere as our 
owne life, as'in ſundry their occaſions they haue wel tried, & 
is cuidenttoal men,we determined the ſame day to depart, 
and rather to abſent our ſelues, & abandon the place which. 
 aboueallthe world we molt Joued, and ſo doo ſtil! defire to 
- doo, then to ſec it incurre further hazard, or recciue greater i 
domage: hauing withal entreated our moſt honorable Lady 
& mother to ſtay , &try whether ſhe might through her dif- 3 
creti6 & autoritie in or abſence be able to find any means, 
howe to appeaſe the ſaide tumult, which notwithitanding, 
whatſoeuer her endeuors,ſhe could not in our preſence per- 
torme, and ſo are come into this our towne of par «ns ; 
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whence we thought good immediatly to ſend you theſe pre- 
ſents,thercin defiring you to conſider of the conſequence ot- 
this cavſe, how pretudiciall and hurttull ir wil bein caſe it go 
tor ward, vnto the common cauſe, eſpecially to our ho!ie ca- 
tholike , apoſtolike and romith religion, fita that they who 
were wont to fight rogither for the propagation therof,ſhall 
threugh this accident (ifit be not remcdied)be diſvnited & 
forced ro turne their weapons each againſt other : to eſchew 
the fa!ling whercinto wee pray you to belecue, that for our 

arts we wiildo what(ocuer poistbly we may : of ſuch force: 
13 thezeale that we beare vnto our ſaid religion, as hetherto- 
 wehaue ſufficiently cauſed to appeare.We alſo,ſo much as in- 
vs lieth, cxhort and pray you, to procure ſupplications vnto. 
Godin your churches for this reynion;, as alſo for the obe- 
dience vnto vs due,to be obſerued according as is meet,and 
notto ſuffer the inhabitants of ourtown of M,to depart the 
right pathes therof :| but to admonith and perſwade them to 
remaine quiet and cotiſtant in their loyalties to their king: - 
and in ynion and concord one with an other,ſoto maintains 
and preſeruethemſelves vnder our obedience, and notto 
incur the diſcommodities for them pronided, if they take a- 
ny other courſe, Thus beſides that you ſhal performe an aRi--. 
on worthy your difcretions, fidelities and duties, which may 
be anotable example toalſubieRs,we ſhal yeeld you thanks- 
for cuer, and acknowledge it to you and yours, 


Giuer at Chartres, e May, 1588, 


T he copie of 4 Letter written by the duke of Guize vnto 
the king , the xvii, day of May, 


g' fuch is my miſhap, that they which of long time hane 
by ſundry fleights ſought ro eſtrange me from your pre-. 
ſence and fauour, haue beene of power ſufficiept tomake. 
wharſocuer the good endeuours that T hane put in praciſe, - 
for ro come neere you,and by my feruicesto grow intoyour 
Maicfties liking,vtterly vnprofitable, Wherot of late days(to - 
my great griefe) I haue bad moretriall then cuer before, For . 
| 23; being: 
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being wearied with ſo/many falie bruits and flanders where- 


I thought it good,cuen with the hazarde gf that with which 


I was threatned, to iullific my life, being (to that end reſol- 


ued ) to come vynto you with {o ſmall companieaad (o great 
conhdence & franchiſe,as I hoped therby to ſhew, and that 
rocuery man, that was farre off trom tijat wherewith my 
euil willers ſo ſubtilly ſought ro bring me into ſuſpition: but 
the enimtes of the common peace aud mine, not being able 
to abide my prelence| about you, as imagining that rhe 
ſime would in tewe dayes diſcouer the (ubtilties which they 
practiſed to bring mee into hatred, and tearing lealt by lit. 
tle and lictle I ſhould recouer your fauour, they chole ra- 
ther by their pernitious counſailes to bring againe al things 
into confuſion,and to bring both your {tate and your towne 
of P«risinto hazarde, then to ſuffer mee to'be about you, 
Their bad minds haue manifeſtly beene deſcried in the refo- 
lution, which without theQueene your mothers knowledge, 
and the aduile of your wiſelt Counſailors , they haue cauſed 
your maicſtic to take:that is, by an vnuſuallway, and in time 
full of ſuſpition and partialitic , to bring in ſorces into your 
towne of Parts, and to {ciſe vpon the publike places there- 
of ; yca,the common ſpeechis, that they hoped, hauing once 
become maſters thereof, to be able to induce you to manic 
things farre from your nature, which alſo I|bad rather paſle 
our in ſilence. The terrour heereof, ſir , hath forced your 
ood and faithfull ſubicRes to arme themſelues, through a 
zuſt feare, lealt by this meanes the thinges whercof long be- 
fore _ were threatned might bee put in|execution. But 
God of his holic grace contained matters in better ſtaic 
then man coulde hope, and as it were mjzaculouſly pre- 
ſerucd your towne out} of a moſt perillous hazarde . The 
beginning, courſe and event of this matrer|hath ſo juſtified 
my intents, that I ſuppoſe your Maicitic and all the worlde 
doth thereby cleerely percciue howe farre |my behauiours 
haue diftcred from thoſe practiſes, whereof my flanderers 
dog ſecke to make mee guiltie, The manner howe I did 
yoluntarilic habandon my ſclfe into your power , do ſhewe 
what confidence I repoſtd inſyour goodacile, and the ſin- 
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_ they haue vicd ro keepe, your maiecſtie in miltrult of me, - 
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ceritic of my conſcience, The ſtate wherin I was found where 
£ I tir{t vnderitood of this enterpriſe (which many of your ſcr- 
vanvs can tettitie ) doo ſufticiently thewe thar Iſtoode in no' 
doubt of being hurt, neither had any mind to enterpriſe, as' 
remaining more ſolitarie and vnarmed in my houſe, then 
one of my calling cither may or ought to doo.'The reſpe&t 
that I have vicd, [containing my. ſelfe within the fimple _. 
bounds of a iuit gefence,, may ſufficiently teſtifie ynto you, 
that no occalion whartioeuer,is able to make me fal from the 
ductic of a moſt humble {ubie&t, The paines that ITtooke to 
T; reliraine the people, and keepethem from proceeding to 
thoſe efteRes which {uch accidents doo for the molt parr 
" bring in, dodiſcharge me from the ſlanders heretofore laid 
VPPON MC. viz, T bat / Was Wont to trouble your towne of Paris; 
My care to prelicrue cucn thoſe. whome I knowe to: haue 
plaicd ſome badde partes againlt mee. about you, by the 
prougcation of my enimics, doo manitelily declare to cue- 
i; rie manthat I never intended to attempr anie thing againlt. 
3 your ſeruants and officers, as they haue falſely accuted mee, 
: My behauiours toward your Suitzers, their captaines , and 
the ſoaldiers of your guard dooſutficientlic aſſure you, that 
Ineuer feared any thing ſo much,as todiſpleaſe you. It your: 
maicltic haue knowine of all theſe particularitics ( as Lima-- 
gine, that ſundric your good jeruants, louers of publike- 
quietneſle, who are witneſles of the ſame, haue not concea- 
led them from you) I doo aſluredly thinke that you are- 
thereby perſwaded that neuer had, cuen the leaſt of thoſe- 
badde meanings whereof my enimies through falſe re-. 
portes haue ſoughtro bring mee into hatred': and I hope: 
| ſir, that theende wil yeeld more aflured teſtimonie thereof, 
=. as hazing conceiued one of the greateſt griefes that coulde 
| happen mee,when 1 heard thatyour maiclty was reſolued to 
depart; becauſe your ſo ſuddeine going away tookefrom me. 
E-: al meanes of being able,according to my purpoſe;to accom-. 
| $ modarte euerie thing to your contentation: wher2to Fdid al- 
redy ſce them diſpoſed at ſuch time asit pleaſed the Q. your 
mother to come hither,wherof Igave her ſuch teſtimonies as - 
I account ſhe cannot but thinke ro be certain& How beir litly 
I.then could not, y$t wall I fir, fill continuc the ſame —_— 
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-and hope ſo to beare my|ſelfe, that your maieſtte ſhall indge 
me to be 2 mott faithfull ſubic& and feruank , who deſireth 
aotbing ſ6 much,as by wel doing and procuring the benefic 
_ of your realine to obtaine the good bappe pf your fauour, 
which I will neuer ccaſe| ſteking vnrill Godjhath giuen mee 
the meanes: whome I beſcech, ſir, to grant vnto your Ma- 
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From Paris the 7, of eMay, 1588. 
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| Antextrailout of other letters writt 


ſaid L 


by the 
'. duke of Guize, 4 


| V< had enough to do to {trengthen our {clues againit 
V 'V theſleights my framed ayainlt vs, ywherby to fecke 
| ſome colournot to paſle into Gaye againſt the 
heretikes : we wentto ſatiſke the king abour{his garriſons in 
| ken the coun- 

to leeke newe 
ce our friends for ane moneth,yn- 
rces of Eſpernon ouer their heades, 
hinderance, the (aid Eſpernon went 
to {ſceke ſome brawle in Normendie,and therehad he found it 
vEric hot,had not we,vpon a defire to ſee the war againſt the 
heretikes pruceede, husbanded his affaires and procured our 
friends to refraine, and notto hinder, or in any wiſe to mo- 
leſt him, All this notwithſtanding, the more toentangle vs 
as wel through theſe ſuperfiuous garriſons and loſt tournies, 
as allo for the vtter breaking oi the courſe of jthis warre,and 
turning 1t agatnlt vs, they tramed vs a match to our honor, 
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contritions,yet did wef 
- profitably to ſuffer the | 
whe atreſh for the great 


ſpreading abroade diuers rumors, whereby tb caule vs to be. 


more feared then the heretikes themfelues : as that wee de. 
lighted in a maflacre at Paris; T bat we purpoſe 10 ſeiſe vpon the 
kmes perſon : T hat Wwe meant to ſacke the toWpne,and ſo to leanie coine 
. whereWwith to make Warre againſt whom We liſt, with manie other 
| like tmpreſsions which they beate into his maieities heade 
with the beſt colours that they coulde, ſo tomake them the 
.more receiueable,This was their laſt fleight,which alſo drive 
vs into greatctt diſpaire , conſidering that the king went 
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about rather to prouide for theſemiſtruſtes then to conti- 
nuc the warre againltthe heretikes > -alſothat our wretcheds 
nefſe was ſuch, as among ſome'to beſo accounted of, yea (o- 
farre foorth , as euen/his holines thereupon tooke an argu- 
ment; by a writing of his;tocxhore v$ts tidelitic toward the 
king our ſoueraine. This diſpaire,I fay, arthe laſt impreſsion 
thercof tooke fure hold'of men'; whe T vaderſtood that his 
mateſtic ſtrengthened his guarde 'with/foure/enſignes: of 
Frenchmen, and three of Zwitzers, fo tharto theend not to 
remaine ſo much as one houre in {uſpition of ſo villanous 
a, I camy abont'twelue of —_ _ OE_ 
anied with eight gettlemen,andthroughthe middelt of al - 
He guards aforeſaid, Tpaſled tokille his maieſties hands, ca. 
rying with me rio otherſafe-condu Swan 16 , toge- 
ther with the confidence thareuery good tubic ought ro 
repoſe in his king . This franchiſe, linceritic and open hearr, 
ſhould, as Tthought, haue brought me: a cleare juſtification 
from all thefe paſſed falle reports, And intruththerewasno 
honeft man but _ $aoin = minde, as _ one:might 
manifeſtly perceabe. The next: ay being ſill in my contci- 
erice aflured , I was all the day about che king, oticrimne ins 
cloſed in the T «illerces,diſcourſing ofthe yoyage into Grirw- 
re,& of this war, whereto I was fo affeQtionate. In theſe days, 
as itis to bepreſumed , the king tooke informations from 


was ſcene at my comming : Then knowing,as the truth was, 
that 1 was thns alone;, and had net ſo much as one man of 
warre within forty leagues of me,ſee,the'yery next morning 
the twelfth of May , there entred by day twelue enſignes ot 
Zwitzers and eightenfignes of French tootmen at 5. Honors 

ate, beſides the foure of the guard, the king & all his court 
ar on horſebacke to-receine them . The maſter of the 
campe of the regiment ofthe guards, and the Zwitzers Co- 
Jonels were.commanded te& go & ſeile vpon al the ſtrengrhes 
of Paris, and leatt they ſhonld finde any ler, the inhabitantes 
were from the one end of the towne diſtributed cleane con- 
trarie to their quarters,ſo to breed theEa defireto breake off 
themſelues through the care of abandoning their wiues & 
children in ſuch inaccident, my theſe thinges erm! _ 
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all parts,whither1Thad any = traine than the ſame thar 
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'ofdered,1 being a fleepe.in my lodging with ſo ſmall a com- 
| panic (tor-my traine, was not yet come from Soifſons)as God 


- wonld, while they were diſtributing thejr forces into ſo ma-. 


nie places, I had lcafure to beaduertiſedthereof, and ſundry 
|Gentlemen my friends, þeing-at 2&7 about their affaires, 
came vnto: me : but eſpecially God myraculouſly itirred vp 
all rhe people with one conſens to{rumne to armes, and 


without avy conference together, þeing aflured of my pre- _ 


ſence, and through: ſome order which ſuddenlie I tooke 
among them , of themſelues they went about to accom- 
modate their aftaires , & on cuery (ide to\fortifie themſelues 
* Within tenne paces of the forreine powerzand that with ſuch 
— _ tag » leflethan two 7 ag they 
warned the ſaid troopes preſengly to retire qut of the rowne 
and ſuburbes.' Hereupon aOabeut the|ſame time it chan» 
_ cedin ſome quarter aSwitzer to wounda townſman, wher- 


upon the towneſmen fell vpon the Switzers that were there, 


of whome they ſlew ſome twelue or fifteet wounded ſome 
twentic or fine and twentie, and ynarmed the reſt, In an g- 
ther place ſome companjesof-the kinges/guardes were alſo 
 ynarmed &caſtinto the houſes, where with their Captaines 
they were forced to ſhut vpthemſclues, Hereauppoa I mar- 
ched through the towne,and at my firſt comming,deliuered 

nine hundred Switzers priſoners,and ſundry of the ſouldiers 

of the guard, whome I cauſed to be (ately conueyed to the 

Lounre, This day(all thinges ſhining with the infallible pro” 

tc&tion of God)being come ta anend,l went through al the 
ſtreeres yncill two houres after midnight , praying , entrea- 

ting and threatning the people, ſo that through Gods grace 

| there enſued neither murther, maſlacre, pilferie, or loſle of 
- onepennie, or ofany one droppe of bloud ouer and aboue 
. the aforeſaid, albeit the people wete extreemely enuenimed, 
' as knowing (ſaid ey) 008 there were twentic gibets rea- 
die together with ſundrie ſchafalds,and that they had ſeene 


_ the executioners of high Iuſtice ready to put to death a hun- 

_ dred or ſixe ſcore perlons, whom they named, and I had ra- 

ther you ſhould imagine then I write downe. I can not con- 

ceale the great contentation that this woonderfull grace of | 

| God bredde in mee. Firlt, tor that I ſee my hand ſo gporrly 
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freed from theſe ſuſpitions of ſacke and maſſacre which th 
had endeuored to perſwade (o manie good men of : for Gth 
I was able to performe it and yet ſo happely kept ir from be. - 
ing knowne, I thereby ſtopped ali my enimies mouthes. Se- 
condly , becauſe I gaue ſutficient proote of my zeale to my 
king) ſeruice, and how in that I pracured the deliuerie euen 
of the weapons which had beene borne againſt _E_ ro- 
gither with their fifes and droms, the reconducting of the 

riſoners, the returning of their enſignes, and the deliueric 
of the belicged, & ſo declined in no1ot from the due reſpe& 


in matter where the moſt conſtant might haue loſt it. Ther 


Jaboured they ſo much that they petſwaded the king to de- 

art, foure and twentie houres after that I might ( if Ihad 
Fat) haue ſtaied him, but God forbid that I ſhould fo much 
as haue dreamed thereof, Since his departure his Maieſtie 
hath had ſome other counſaile and bitterneſle. I tooke into 
my handes the eAr/enall,the Beftile and other the ſtrong pla- 
ces,and procured the cofters of his excheker to be ſealed vp, 
tothe end to conſigne the whole into his Maieſties handes 


when he ſhall be at peace, as wee hope to yeeld him through 


our prayers to God,and the interce(sion of his holineſſe and 
all Chriſtian Princes , and in reſpect of this notable and not 
common'proofe of fidelitie which it hath pleaſed him to 
commit into my handes, Otherwiſe, if this miſchiefe conti- 
nue, I hope by the ſame meanes to preſerue both the religi- 
on and the Catholikes, and to ſet them free from the perſe- 
cution which the heretikes confederates that are about the 
king did prepare for them, | 
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